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The new North Carolina State Building Code is at the Department 
of Insurance and ready to sell. The code has a section in Chapter 
4 on Storm Shelters and Temporary Overflow Emergency Shelters 
for the Homeless. 

Chapter 10 has so many changes to egress and high rise build-
ings. In Chapter 10 section 1024 will cover Luminous Egress Path 
Markings,which is new to us.  

Chapter 11 has some added sections.  

The Department of Insurance is located at 322 Chapanoke Rd. 

Raleigh NC 27603  (919) 661-5880. 

Wood Wall Framing 

R602.3.2 Top Plate. Wood studs walls shall be capped with a 

double top plate installed to provide overlapping at corners and in-
tersections with bearing partitions. End joints in top plates shall be 
offset at least 24 inches. Joints in plates need not occur over 
studs.  
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R602.3.3 Bearing Studs. Where joist, trusses or rafters are 

spaced more than 16 inches on center and the bearing studs be-
low are spaced 24 inches on center, such members shall bear 
within 5 inches of the stud beneath. 

Application of Gypsum Board 

We as inspectors DO NOT inspect Drywall for the application at 
all. Please  watch how it is being installed.  The code in Chapter 7 
calls for 1/2” Gypsum Board to be installed on the walls with studs 
on 16” on Center (without adhesive) 8” with a nail or 16” with 
screws. For the ceiling on 24” centers it has nails at 7” and screws 
at 12”. 

Application (with adhesive) for 1/2” or 5/8” Gypsum on wall appli-
cation = nails 16” screws 24”. For the ceiling on 24” centers = nails 
12” screws 16”. 

If you have code question please e-mail me  

Bill Martin  E-mail olinwm@cityofws.org 


