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Makeup air requirements have changed for single family dwellings. 
See the following section. 

2012 NC Mechanical Code  

505.2 Makeup air required. (131210 Item B-6)  

505.2 Makeup air required. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting 
in excess of 400 cubic feet per minute (0.19 m3/s) shall be provided with 
makeup air at a rate approximately equal to the exhaust air rate that is in ex-
cess of 400 cubic feet per minute (0.19 m3/s). Such makeup air systems shall 
be equipped with a means of closure and shall be automatically controlled to 
start and operate simultaneously with the exhaust system.  

Exception: Where all appliances in the house are direct-vent, power-vent, 
unvented, or electric, makeup air shall be provided where exhaust fans are ca-
pable of exhausting more than 600 cubic feet per minute (0.28 m3/s). Exhaust 
hood systems capable of exhausting more than 600 cubic feet per minute shall 
be provided with makeup air at a rate approximately equal to the exhaust air 
rate that is in excess of 600 cubic feet per minute.  

Question : Can I put a test on my new gas line back to the connection 

point with a cutoff on a existing gas line ?  

Answer : No.  Section 406.1.4 NCFGC  Prohibits using a cutoff as a bulk-
head between gas and the test medium unless two valves are installed with a 
valved telltale. See the following code section. 

 406.1.4 Section testing. A piping system shall be permitted to be tested 
as a complete unit or in sections. Under no circumstances shall a valve in a 
line be used as a bulkhead between gas in one section of the piping system 
and test medium in an adjacent section, unless two valves are installed in se-
ries with a valved “telltale” located between these valves. A valve shall not be 
subjected to the test pressure unless it can be determined that the valve, in-
cluding the valve-closing mechanism, is designed to safely with stand the test 
pressure. 

Question :  Will the inspections department accept a letter from a manu-
facture for the installation of a piece of equipment that does not comply with 
the manufactures installation instructions ? 

Answer : No. The equipment must be installed in accordance with the 
manufactures installation instructions and the terms of its listing. See the fol-
lowing code section. 

NCFGC 

305.1 General. Equipment and appliances shall be installed as required 
by the terms of their approval, in accordance with the conditions of listing, the 
manufacturer’s instructions and this code. Manufacturers’ installation instruc-
tions shall be available on the job site at the time of inspection. Where a code 
provision is less restrictive than the conditions of the listing of the equipment or 
appliance or the manufacturer’s installation instructions, the conditions of the 
listing and the manufacturer’s installation instructions shall apply. 

 

 

 

                      Questions from contractors 
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If you wish to have your questions included in our monthly newsletter, Please send to 
alexe@cityofws.org  Alex Ellis Senior Mechanical Inspector 336-727-2382 

 

  

 

                                     Contact information 

If you have an occupied  dwelling that needs an inspection, please leave us the contact infor-
mation on the permit and let the owners or tenants know that we will be contacting them to 
make arrangements to gain access to perform your inspection . Please Do not tell them when 
we will be there to do the inspection .You can let them know that you have your inspection 
scheduled and that we will contact them.  
 

Our office generates Five and Eleven month letters on permits that are about to expire; a 
copy of these letters are mailed to your address by USPS. A copy of this letter is also provid-
ed to the inspector in that assigned area and the inspector will call the contractor to check the 
status of the job. If your permit gets placed in stop work status after we have used our re-
sources to keep you informed of your permit status then you will be required to purchase an-
other permit for the work being done. All permits are public record this means anyone has 
the right to review your permits. When a complaint is filed with the State Board of Examin-
ers of Plumbing, Heating & Fire Sprinkler Contractors, permit records for that contractor are 
one of the first things they ask us to provide. Please check your records for open/ stop work 
permits and keep them current. If you need help or would like to discuss this please contact 
me. 
 
State Board of Examiners of Plumbing, Heating & Fire Sprinkler Contractors. 

 21 NCAC 50 .0402 PERMITS  

(a) A licensed contractor shall ensure that a permit is obtained from the local Code Enforcement official before commencing any 
work for which a license is required by the Board, except as set out in Paragraph (c) of this Rule. The contractor shall also ensure 
that a request for final inspection of the work for which a license is required is made by himself, the general contractor or the owner 
within 10 days of the earlier of the system being made operational or placed in service, absent agreement with the owner and the 
local Code Enforcement official. Absent agreement with the local Code Enforcement official the licensee is not relieved by the 
Board of responsibility to arrange inspection until a certificate of compliance or the equivalent is obtained from the local code en-
forcement official or the licensee has clear and convincing evidence of his effort to obtain same.  

(b) A licensed contractor  shall not allow a permit to be obtained or  his license number  to appear  upon a permit except for  
work which he or his employees perform, over which he or a properly licensed technician will provide general supervision until the 
completion of the work for which he holds an executed contract with the licensed general contractor or property owner and for which 
he receives all contractual payments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         Five / Eleven Month Letters 
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