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Introduction:  Area Plan Status Report 2014 - 2015
Under its enabling legislation, the City-County Planning Board is responsible for preparing, maintain and updat-
ing a comprehensive plan for Forsyth County and Winston-Salem.  Comprehensive plans have been prepared 
since 1947.  In the 1980’s, the Vision 2005 Comprehensive Plan was adopted.  This was followed by the Legacy 
Plan adopted in 2001.  Since its adoption a series of area plans, covering all of Forsyth County, were adopted 
to translate the broad goals and recommendations of Legacy at the local level.  This Area Plan Implementa-
tion Status Report was developed to monitor the status of recommendations made in area plans.  This report 
should also be used as a tool to guide work program development and budget requests for various City and 
County departments.  The Legacy 2030 Update has since been adopted, as well as several area plan updates.

In reviewing the status of actions/projects identified in area plans a number of assumptions have been made:
• This status report is on a two-year review cycle.
• The intent of this report is to evaluate projects with identifiable concrete tasks to be completed within a 

specified time range.
• Generally projects/actions included in this report are implemented by the City of Winston-Salem, Forsyth 

County, and/or other governmental agencies.  Others may be the responsibility of outside organizations, 
civic/community groups, or other unaffiliated parties.

• General recommendations repeated for all area plans are generally excluded.
• All transportation projects are included.  
• Included projects/actions reflect the most recently adopted Area Plans and/or Updates.  Recommendations 

from Area Plan Updates that were in progress at the time this report commenced, are not included in this 
report.

• All implementation timing is subject to change.

Area Plan Status
Listed below are all area plans with their adoption/recommendation dates (See Area Plan Update Status map 
on page 13).

Tobaccoville Area Plan
Update

TVC
WSCC
FBOC

February 7, 2013
February 14, 2013

March 25, 2013

Completed

Downtown Plan CCPB
WSCC

February 14, 2013
April 2, 2013

Completed

Southeast Forsyth County
Area Plan Update

CCPB
WSCC
FCBOC

May 9, 2013
October 7, 2013

July 15, 2013

Completed

Southeast Winston-Salem
Area Plan Update

CCPB
WSCC

July 11, 2013
September 3, 2013

Completed

Area Plan Adop�on��ecommenda�on Date Update Status

Walkertown Area Plan
Update

WPB
WTC
CCPB

FCBOC

February 4, 2014
March 27, 2014

April 3, 2014
June 9, 2014

Completed
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Area Plan Adop�on�Recommenda�on Date Update Status

North Suburban Area Plan
Update

CCPB
TOB

WSCC
FCBOC

March 13, 2014
March 13, 2014
April 12, 2014
May 7, 2014

Completed

South Central Winston-Salem
Area Plan Update

CCPB
WSCC

August 14, 2014
October 6, 2014

Completed

East-Northeast 
Winston-Salem Area Plan

CCPB
WSCC

May 3, 2008
May 5, 2008

In Progress
2014-2015

North Central Winston-Salem
Area Plan

CCPB
WSCC

January 11, 2007
April 2, 2007

In Progress
2014-2015

Southwest Suburban Area
Plan

CCPB
WSCC
FCBOC

June 12, 2008
August 4, 2008

February 26, 2009

In Progress
2014-2015

Northeast Suburban Area
Plan

CCPB
FCBOC
WSCC

June 26, 2003
January 26, 2004

March 1, 2004

Proposed
2015-2016

Southeast Suburban Area
Plan

CCPB
WSCC
FCBOC

September 10, 2009
November 2, 2009

November 23, 2009

Proposed
2015-2016

Southwest Winston-Salem
Area Plan

CCPB
WSCC

July 9, 2009
October 5, 2009

Proposed
2015-2016

Northwest Winston-Salem
Area Plan

CCPB
WSCC

January 12, 2012
March 5, 2012

TBD

Rural Hall Area Plan CCPB
RHTC

FCBOC

May 12, 2011
June 13, 2011

September 12, 2011

TBD

South Suburban Area Plan CCPB
WSCC
FCBOC

November 11, 2010
January 3, 2011
March 14, 2011

TBD

West Suburban Area Plan CCPB
WSCC
FCBOC

June 15, 2011
November 7, 2011

January 9, 2012

TBD
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Symbols and Abbreviations Used
Throughout this report there will be a number of symbols and abbreviations used representing the status of 
individual recommendations as well as agencies responsible for their implementation.  Listed below are all 
abbreviations, definitions, and symbology used within this report.

Immediate 1 to 2 years

Short
Range

3 to 5 years

Medium
Range

6 to 10 years

Long
Range

10 or more years

Ongoing No specied timeline for completion

x

Status/Timing

FCBOC Forsyth County Board of Commissioners

ACWSFC

ALE

CAC

CBD

CC

CCPB

CDC

CPTED

CTP

Completed

Project/recommendation is ongoing or in progress

Current project/recommendation is not in Work Program,
unfunded, stopped or other condition that has halted
progress, but has not been determined unfeasible.

Project/recommendation determined
unfeasible

The Arts Council of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County

Alcohol Law Enforcement

Community Appearance Commission

Winston-Salem Community and Business Development

Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce

Greater Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce

City-County Planning Board

Community Development Corporation

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design

Comprehensive Transportation Plan

City of Winston-SalemCWS

Downtown Winston-Salem PartnershipDWSP

Forsyth County Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

CNR

CEO Forsyth County Cooperative Extension Ofce

FFA Future Farmers of America

FCHP Forsyth County Housing Partnership

FCLB Forsyth County Library Board

FCEAD Forsyth County Environmental Affairs Department

FCPR Forsyth County Parks and Recreation Department

FCSB Forsyth County School Board

FCDEA Forsyth County Department of Environmental Affairs

Abbrevia��ns

Chamber

GEI Gateway Environmental Initiative

HAWS Housing Authority of Winston-Salem

HM Winston-Salem Historic Marker

HRC Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Historic Resources
Commission

KPB Kernersville Planning Board

Winston-Salem Information SystemsIS

Kernersville Board of AldermenKBA

KWSB Keep Winston-Salem Beautiful

LHL Local Historic Landmark

MCD Marketing & Communications Department

Assessed
Annually

Assessments made on annual basis
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PW Winston-Salem Public Works Department

NA

NBN

NCDOT

NCSHPO

NRD

NRHP

NS

PART

Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood for Better Neighborhoods

North Carolina Department of Transportation

North Carolina State Historic Preservation Ofce

North Carolina School of the Arts

National Register District

National Register of Historic Places

Neighborhood Services

Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation

Peters Creek Community InitiativePCCI

Piedmont Land ConservancyPLC

Planned Residential DevelopmentPRD

RHTC Rural Hall Town Council

SBA Small Business Association

SL Study List

TAC Transportation Advisory Committee

TVC Tobaccoville Village Council

VM Winston-Salem Vegetation Mangement

WFBMC Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

RUCA Revitalizing Urban Commercial Areas Program

Abbrevia����

NCSA WFIQ Wake Forest Innovation Quarter

WPB Walkertown Planning Board

WTC Walkertown Town Council

WSBI Winston-Salem Business Inc.

WSCC Winston-Salem City Council

WSENG Winston-Salem Engineering Department

Winston-Salem Convention and Visitors BureauWSCVB

Winston-Salem Department of TransporationWSDOT

WSFCS Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools

WSRP Winston-Salem Recreation and Parks Department

WSPD Winston-Salem Police Department

MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization

MA Merchants Association

All table and page references in the implementation tables refer to the most current adopted 
area plan.
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The goal of the Land Use recommendations in the Legacy 2030 Update is:  Facilitate land 
use patterns that offer a variety of housing choices and convenient access to neighbor-
hood shopping, schools, parks, and other services; protect owners from incompatible 
land uses; make efficient use of Forsyth County’s limited land capacity; and coordinate 
land uses with infrastructure needs.  Land Use objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update 
include:

• Design and Compatibility:  Promote land use compatibility through good design and create a 
healthy mix of land uses in proximity to one another.  Move away from the separating and buffering 
of some land uses and toward transitioning and blending those uses.

• Mixed-Use Development:  Create incentives and tools to encourage mixed-use development at  
appropriate locations, including Downtown, activity centers, mixed-use opportunity areas and  
proposed future transit stops.

• Increased Infill Development/Redevelopment:  Encourage both residential and nonresidential infill 
development/redevelopment vs. greenfield development.

• Land Use Regulations:  Improve, enhance, and clarify Forsyth County’s land use regulations and 
Unified Development Ordinances.

• Area Plan and Land Use:  Review and evaluate how proposed land uses are determined for area 
plans.  Consider needed changes to the area plan process and product that put Legacy 2030 policies 
in place.

• Land Use Map Maintenance:  Regularly update the Existing and Proposed Land Use Maps.  Create 
tools to assist developers looking for potential project locations for different types of developments. 

Legacy Chapter Summary
This page and the following pages provide a brief summary of the major functional elements that make up
the Legacy 2030 Update, with  noted objectives and explanations. 
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The goal of the Transportation recommendations in the Legacy 2030 Update are  
balanced and sustainable multimodal transportation system that links highways, transit, 
greenways, bikeways and sidewalks into a seamless network that provides choices for 
people’s travel needs.  Key Transportation objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Land Use and Transportation Coordination:  Promote integrated development patterns and trans-
portation networks that work together to support mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly communities and 
active modes of transportation.  Land use and transportation decisions should be consistent and 
mutually reinforce each other.

• Integrated Multimodal Transportation Network:  Develop a high quality, fully integrated, highly 
connected, multimodal transportation network that provides transportation options that meet the 
short– and long-term transportation needs of residents and businesses in Winston-Salem and  
Forsyth County.

• Street Design:  Design streets and highways that are safe and efficient for motor vehicles drivers 
while accommodating transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclist, and limiting negative environmental 
impacts.

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation:  Create a safe and effective bikeway/sidewalk/greenway  
network that is an integral part of the transportation system, links together resources and destina-
tions, provides an alternative to automobile travel, increases recreational opportunities, and  
advances healthy lifestyles and quality of life.

• Protection of the Environment:  Develop a transportation system that respects and enhances the 
natural and human environment.

• Transportation Planning Process:  Support an open, inclusive, and participatory transportation
       planning  process. 
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The Legacy 2030 Update places special consideration on the creation, maintenance, and 
development of housing within Forsyth County.  Housing is one of the cornerstones to 
healthy, vibrant, and productive community development.  The goals provided in the  
Legacy 2030 Update address a number of issues dealing with housing and the develop-
ment of healthy communities.  Significant Housing and Community Development  
objectives listed in the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Housing:  Ensure that a variety of housing types are available in downtown Winston-Salem and the 
Center City.  Make Downtown living a viable option for people of all income levels.

• Complete Neighborhoods:  Create complete neighborhoods that have a mix of housing types and 
land uses, include affordable housing and transportation options, and are in close proximity to 
schools, retail, employment, community services, parks and recreation.

• Infill:  Encourage quality infill development on both vacant land and redeveloped sites with an 
emphasis on conforming to the neighborhood’s existing character and scale.  Utilize the concept 
of gentile density to increase the overall density of Urban Neighborhoods and provide a variety of 
housing options. 

• Livable and Sustainable Neighborhoods:  Create new and enhance existing neighborhoods, empha-
sizing connectivity, walkability, a variety of land uses, and access to services and institutional uses.  
Direct the most intense mixed-use development to designated activity centers.  
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Adequate Community Facilities are listed as one of the objectives of Healthy, Complete, 
and Equitable Communities goals in the Legacy 2030 Update.  Through improved health 
and well being, providing access to improved and enhanced community services, facili-
ties, and infrastructure, we can expand opportunities for social equity amongst all  
residence of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County.  Significant Community Facilities  
objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Promote and Protect Health and Equity:  Develop and establish guidelines, standards, and  
mechanisms that ensure that land use planning and design positively affect community health  
and well-being.

• Design for Active and Healthy Living:  Design new developments and revitalize existing neighbor-
hoods as compact, mixed-use neighborhoods that provide opportunities for active and healthy 
living, including transit, walking, biking, recreation, and access to healthy food.

• Parks, Recreational Facilities, and Open Space:  Provide parks and recreational facilities that meet 
the needs of residents at accessible location throughout the county.  

• Educational Facilities:  Locate and design educational facilities that provide high quality learning                   
opportunities for all, contribute to healthy living, and are assets to the neighborhoods where they 
are located.
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Many of the concepts dealing with Design and Appearance can be found in the Commu-
nity Character goals’ in the Legacy 2030 Update.  Providing standards for enhancing the 
physical appearance of the area goes a long way in helping promote the distinct image, 
uniqueness, and authenticity of places for all Forsyth County residents.  Significant  
Design and Appearance objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Design and development:  Promote well-designed development and redevelopment that creates a 
pleasing, healthy, livable, and sustainable community.  Use public spaces to enhance and beautify 
our communities as well as create and maintain a sense of place and a vibrant living environment.

• Public Art:  Use public art to enhance and beautify our city, towns and county, as well as create and 
maintain a sense of place and a vibrant living environment.

• Community Pride and Appearance:  Use architecture, landscape design, and public art to display 
community pride in the history and diversity of our people as well as contributions made to medi-
cine, education, industry, technology, sports, culture, and the arts.  
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The goal of the Economic Development recommendations in the Legacy 2030 Update 
is to attract new businesses and expand existing large and small businesses to provide 
a broad range of employment opportunities and a high quality of life and prosperity 
for people living and working in all areas of Forsyth County.  Economic Development          
objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Economic Vitality:  Increase economic vitality through diversification.  Maximize economic growth 
by   building on our community’s strengths in progressive research, advanced production, profes-
sional services and the arts.  Actively promote a business climate that supports entrepreneurial 
innovation through flexible business regulations.

• Education:  Improve education at all levels for a trained workforce with varied skills and crafts.
• Business Sites:  Create viable, development-ready business/industrial park sites for high-quality 

companies and primary job generation.  Recognize the scarcity of good industrial land and promote 
the wisest economic use of those limited resources to generate needed jobs and create wealth for 
our community.

• Revitalization of Older Business Sites:  Stimulate redevelopment and increased economic activity on     
abandoned, obsolete or aging industrial sites as well as commercial areas/corridors that have  
become less economically attractive.  Upgrade sites to become assets to the local tax base and  
positive contributors to the overall community image.
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Historic preservation is listed as one of the Community Character goals in the Legacy
2030 Update.  Historic preservation is vital to a community’s identity and  culture.            
Retaining historical structures allows opportunities for redevelopment, reduces sprawl, 
maintains sites of historical significance and enhances our area with history and  
attractiveness.  A few of the Historic Preservation objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update  
include:

• Support Historic Preservation:  Identify, record, preserve, and protect the historic and cultural 
resources of Forsyth County, including buildings, neighborhoods, bridges, cemeteries, landscapes, 
streetscapes, and archaeological resources.

• Government Coordination and Historic Resources:  Create and maintain an environment within 
State, City and County government that will encourage the use, maintenance, rehabilitation,  
adaptive reuse, and protection of historic and cultural resources.

• Community Awareness of Historic Preservation:  Increase community awareness of, interest in, and 
support for the preservation of Forsyth County’s historic resources.  Encourage collaboration among 
stakeholders in the historic preservation community to develop and strengthen the effectiveness of 
historic preservation activities.  
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The goal of Environmental Quality and Sustainability in the Legacy 2030 Update is to    
preserve, enhance, and protect our environmental resources to produce a high quality of 
life and a sustainable development framework for the future.  Environmental Quality and 
Sustainability objectives of the Legacy 2030 Update include:

• Land Preservation, Open Space, and Critical Habitats: Protect high-quality natural areas as well  
as sites and habitats with rare plants and animals, high-quality soils, tree canopy, and/or critical 
habitats.

• Water Quality and Conversation: Protect watershed, wetlands, and streams by reducing pollution 
runoff, soil erosion, and flooding.  Provide clean, high-quality water to meet the domestic, econo-
mic, and  recreational needs of the community.  Use water resources efficiently and sustainably.  

• Environmentally Sensitive and Sustainable Development: Develop and redevelop land in a manner 
that will meet our future needs while protecting our natural resources.  Enhance the quality of our 
built environment.

• Air Quality: Improve air quality to protect the health of our citizens and enhance the economic  
development potential of our community.

• Energy, Conservation, Efficiency and Alternatives: Increase energy conservation and efficiency in all 
sectors of development to promote a sustainable energy future.

• Environmental and Sustainability Awareness: Increase community understanding of the area’s  
natural systems and related environmental and sustainability issues. 
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East/Northeast Winston-Salem

Implementation Highlights
• Funding appropriations have been made 

to renovate Union Station as a multi-
modal transportation center.

• The Master Plan for the Winston Lake 
Park has been completed and proposed 
Phase 1 improvements will be imple-
mented with bond funding.

• Streetscape improvements have been 
proposed and implemented for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Corridor from 
Business 40 to US 52.
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Implementation Highlights
• Sidewalk and street crossings have been 

completed along Cloverdale Avenue 
from Oakwood Drive to Miller Street.  
Phases II and IIII of the Cloverdale  
Pedestrian study are among the City’s 
current bond projects.

• The  replacement of the  W. First Street 
bridge over Nortfolk-Southern Rail Line is 
programmed for right-of-way acquisition 
in 2017 and construction in 2018.  The 
replacement of the bridge on Country 
Club Road over Silas Creek Parkway is 
programmed for right-of-way acquisition 
in 2019 and construction in 2020.

• Property across Business 40/US 421 
from Wake Forest Baptist Hospital was 
rezoned to allow construction of The 
Edge mid-rise apartments, and property 
on Miller Street formerly occupied by 
the Masonic Lodge has  been rezoned 
General Business to accommodate   
construction of a high-end grocery store.

• 

Northwest Winston-Salem
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Implementation Highlights
• A master plan has been 

completed for the former 
Vulcan Quarry property and 
proposed Phase 1 improve-
ments will be implemented 
with City bond funding. 

• New development on the 
Winston-Salem State  
University campus and  
traffic improvements    
continue to make Martin 
Luther King Jr. Drive a more 
pedestrian-friendly area.

• The Southeast Plaza  
Shopping Center has been 
improved using RUCA  
funding.  

Southeast Winston-Salem Update
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Implementation Highlights
• Redevelopment of the 

former Hanes Hosiery Mill 
off Stratford Road for com-
mercial redevelopment has 
provided new opportunities 
in the area.

• The Peters Creek Parkway 
Corridor Improvement  
Master Plan and Strategic 
Plan have been prepared by 
the Peters Creek Community 
Initiative (PCCI).

• Construction of the Ronald 
McDonald House on  
Hawthorne Road followed 
suggested design recom-
mendations.

Southwest Winston-Salem
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Implementation Highlights
• Wake Forest University Medical School 

will be relocating to a renovated Plant 
60 building in the Wake Forest  
Innovation Quarter (WFIQ).  Develop-
ment is also anticipated for the Bailey 
power plant building in the WFIQ.

• The RJ Reynolds building is being  
converted to a Kimpton Hotel on five 
floors, with the remaining floors to be 
converted to apartments.  

• The former Forsyth County Courthouse 
is being converted to apartments.

• The Central Library is presently closed 
to undergo $28 million in renovations 
and improvements to be completed in 
2017.

Downtown Winston-Salem Update
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Implementation Highlights
• Samaritan Ministries’ new facilities 

have been completed offering home-
less services and program opportunities 
in the area.

• Habitat for Humanity is undertaking 
redevelopment and revitalization  
activities in the Boston Thurmond 
Neighborhood Revitalization area..

• The Chatham Manufacturing Company/ 
Western Electric Complex was listed on 
the National  Register of Historic Places 
in 2008.  Three additional properties 
were added to the North Carolina  
Study List for future National Register  
consideration.  

North Central Winston-Salem
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Implementation Highlights
• Planning and Development staff is  

currently working on a Low Impact 
Commercial Text Amendment which 
could be used  to reduce the impact of 
auto related uses in the area.

• The  WFIQ Rail with Trail project is  
currently under design with construc-
tion scheduled for summer 2015.

• Improvements are being made through 
the RUCA program to sites in the 
Washington Park Neighborhood  
Activity Center.

South Central Winston-Salem Update
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North Suburban Update

Implementation Highlights
• Portions of University Parkway 

have been widened with the  
remaining sections of the  
project to be completed by 
2030.

• Bicycle facilities have been 
added along Polo Road from 
University Parkway to Indiana 
Avenue.  Additional sidewalks 
along Polo Road from Univer-
sity Parkway to Cherry Street 
are among the current City 
bond projects.  

• Constructing bike lanes on 
North Patterson Avenue from 
the US 52 northbound ramps 
to Akron Drive is an approved 
City bond project, with the  
southern segment of Patter-
son Avenue needing to be 
completed first.
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Implementation Highlights
• Improvements and changes have been 

made to the Ogburn Station Activity 
Center with the use of RUCA funding.

• New development opportunities have 
arisen with the construction of the Mo-
tor Road/Carver School Road extension.

• Ogburn Station received a Historic 
Marker in 2013.

Northeast Suburban
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Implementation Highlights
• Stafford Village Boulevard 

has been completed.
• W. Clemmonsville Road from 

Old Salisbury Road to S. 
Main Street has been  
widened.  

• Sidewalks along Peters Creek 
Parkway from I-40 to Brewer 
Road have been completed.

South Suburban
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Implementation Highlights
• A new elementary school has been 

constructed in the Planning Area.
• A master plan for expanding and 

improving existing facilities at Salem 
Lake has been completed.

• Union Cross Road from Wallburg 
Road to Sedge Garden Road will be 
widened by the end of 2015.

Southeast Suburban
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Implementation Highlights
• Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 

opened Kimmel Farm Elementary school 
and Flat Rock Middle school on Ebert Road, 
south of Fraternity Church Road.

• Several underutilized or vacant parking lots 
and land along Hanes Mall Boulevard have 
been developed as new outparcels.   
Examples include Sleepy’s, Verizon  
Wireless, Jared’s and the Mattress Firm.

• Burke Mill Road has been realigned from 
Griffith Road to S. Stratford Road.

• Idols Road will be constructed from  
Hampton Road in Clemmons to S. Stratford 
Road   beginning in 2016.

• Replacement of the US 421 bridge over 
Muddy Creek has been completed, and 
replacement of the interchange of US 421 
with Peace Haven Road will begin in 2016.

Southwest Suburban
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Implementation Highlights
• Updates and implementation of the 

master plan for Jamison Park is  
scheduled to begin in 2016.

• Bike Lane improvements on Polo 
Road from Petree Road to Reynolda 
Road are now complete.

• Sidewalk on Allistair Road from N. 
Peace Haven Road to Marble Arch 
Road has been completed.

West Suburban
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Implementation Highlights
• Planning and Development 

staff has completed changes 
to the PRD ordinance and  
encourages participation in 
the Voluntary Agriculture 
District program to preserve 
rural character and open 
space.

• A portion of Bethania-Rural 
Hall Road has been widened 
to three lanes.  

• Upgrading US 52 to Interstate 
Standards has been included 
in the Comprehensive  
Transportation Plan.

Rural Hall
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Implementation Highlights
• The widening of Union 

Cross Road from Sedge  
Garden Road to Wallburg 
Road to multi-lanes is 
scheduled for completion  
in November 2015.

• A Sheetz gas  station and 
a Bojangles restaurant are 
under  construction near 
the southwest corner of 
Union Cross Road and I-40 
at Glenn High School. 

• The  replacement of  the 
High Point Road bridge  
over Abbotts Creek was  
completed in 2014.

Southeast Forsyth County Update
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Implementation Highlights
• The replacement of the 

Spainhour Mill Road bridge 
over the Little Yadkin River 
has been completed.

• The replacement of the  
Waller Road bridge over 
Fries Creek has been  
completed.

• The rehabilitation of the  
US 52/I-74 bridges over  
Tobaccoville Road was 
completed in May 2015.

Tobaccoville Update
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Implementation Highlights
• There are no major accomplishments 

to highlight in this area, as this plan 
was adopted less than 1 year ago.

Walkertown Update
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For more informaaon contact: 

City-County Planning Board
Telephone: 336-727-8000

Fax: 336-748-3163
Email: planning@cityofws.org

Website: www.cityofws.org/planning

2030 Update


