
Population Growth and Density, Winston-Salem, 1920-2010 

Residential density in Winston-Salem shows a substantial drop since 1920 from 9.9 persons per acre 

(PPA) to 2.7 PPA in 2010.  The largest reduction in density occurred in the 1950s and 1960s during the 

height of suburban development, falling 23 percent in the 1950s from 7.3 PPA to 5.6 PPA and dropping 

another 34 percent between 1960 and 1970 to 3.7 PPA.  Since 1970, there has been a fairly consistent 

reduction in population density of 5 percent per decade from 3.7 PPA in 1970 to 2.7 PPA in 2010.   

Between 1980 and 2010, Winston-Salem’s population increased by 75 percent from 132,000 to 235,000; 

however, the City’s land area during this time grew at a rate of 115 percent.   

 

Sources:  US Census Bureau, 1920 – 2010 Decennial Censuses 
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