
Planning and Development Services 
staff recently completed a draft of the 
South Central Area Plan Update. The 
area includes many of the city’s oldest 
neighborhoods, including Old Salem, the 
West End, West Salem, Washington Park, 
Happy Hill, Centerville, and Sunnyside. 
Neighborhood residents gave their input 
at a series of four meetings held between 
February and May. After the plan is 
adopted, it will guide future land use and 
public investment decisions, including 
those for transportation, community 
facilities, housing, community develop-

ment, historic preservation, economic 
development, design and appearance. 
Specific recommendations in the plan 
include how Piedmont International 
University could be redeveloped, as well 
as how the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts should proceed with 
its expansion plans while preserving the 
surrounding historic neighborhoods. The 
Planning Board is expected to hold a 
public hearing on the plan in August. The 
plan is available to view on the Planning 
Department’s web page, www.cityofws.
org/planning.
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Anyone who has walked down Fourth 
Street in Winston-Salem recently 
knows that it’s a great place and the 
heart and soul of downtown. Besides 
being a place where you can live, work, 
and play, it’s a place where you take 
out-of-town guests to show off your 
city, a place where you run into friends, 
and a place for communitywide cele-
brations. Fourth Street is an attractive 
place, both visually and physically. 
Most any time of the day or night, it’s 
teeming with residents, workers, and visitors.

That’s why Fourth Street was recently named a “Great 
Main Street” by the North Carolina Chapter of the Amer-
ican Planning Association (NCAPA). Fourth Street is in 
good company, too, joining past winners from some of the 
state’s larger cities, including Fayetteville Street in Ra-
leigh, Tyron Street in Charlotte, and Lexington Avenue in 
Asheville. “All of these ‘Great Main Streets’ are vibrant 
centers of commerce and community,” said Ben Hitchings, 
President of NCAPA.  “Through this program, we celebrate 
great places in our state and the local partnerships that have 
made these main streets a focal point for community life.” 

But Fourth Street hasn’t always been a shining example to 
other cities. In the late 1990s Fourth Street would be empty 

and lifeless after office workers went 
home at 5:00. It took a purposeful 
push from city leaders to make Fourth 
Street the center of downtown life 
that it is today.  Joint work between 
the City’s Downtown Development, 
Planning, Transportation, and Eco-
nomic Development Organizations led 
to a revolving restaurant loan program, 
as well as transformative streetscape 
improvements. The community’s com-
prehensive plan, Legacy 2030, uses 

public investment examples like these to encourage more 
such investment downtown and around the city and county. 

“We are delighted that NCAPA has chosen Fourth Street in 
downtown Winston-Salem as a Great Main Street in North 
Carolina,” says Planning Director Paul Norby.  “The trans-
formation of Fourth Street over the last several years has 
been remarkable and was made possible through the vision 
of city and downtown leaders, a creative plan to make the 
street pedestrian friendly, the Restaurant Row initiative,  
developer and business investments for a mix of uses in 
new and older buildings, and the response of the entire 
community to the festivals and activities taking place there. 
Fourth Street has become the meeting place of the commu-
nity and has been a catalyst for the revitalization of other 
nearby areas of downtown.”

Fourth Street Honored with “Great Main Street” Designation



The Community Appearance Commission (CAC) held the 2014 Com-
munity Appearance Awards in the James A. Gray Auditorium at the 
Old Salem Museums & Gardens Visitor Center on June 5.  The CAC 
sponsors a biennial Awards Program to honor the efforts of businesses, 
individuals, and community groups who have had a positive impact 
on the appearance of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County.  The event 
marked the 14th in a series of awards programs initiated in 1990.

Approximately 100 people were in attendance to hear keynote speak-
er, Mr. Charles Brown, LEED AP speak on community character and 
green design. Mr. Brown is the Assistant Director of Project Devel-
opment at North Carolina State University in Raleigh.  Winston-Salem Mayor Allen Joines was in attendance to present 
the Mayor’s Award as was Council Member, Mayor Pro Tempore Vivian Burke who presented the City Council Award.  
Forsyth County Commission Chairman Richard Linville presented the County Commissioners’ Award.  Council Members 
Dan Besse and Jeff MacIntosh were also in attendance.

A total of twelve awards were presented to area businesses, 
individuals, and community groups. The 2014 Community 
Appearance Award winners are:

2014 Community Appearance Awards 

Count Zinzendorf Award
Spring House Restaurant, Kitchen, & Bar

Joseph Winston Award
The Waughtown Goodwill Complex

City Council Award
Forsyth County Public Safety Center

Mayor’s Award
The Career Center

County Commissioners’ Award
Wake Forest University Welcome Center

Benjamin Forsyth Award
First Presbyterian Church

Flora Ann Bynum Award
The 1756 French and Indian War Palisade Fort 

at Bethabara Fort

George Black Award
Dale Gramley

AIA Award
Wake Forest Biotech Place

Community Appearance Commission Award
The Arts Based School

Classic Award
Piedmont Leaf Lofts

Red Bank School


