
Transmission Tower Ordinance Adopted in City 
The Winston-Salem 
City Council recent-
ly adopted revised 
regulations for cell 
phone towers. These 
changes were pro-
posed by the wireless 
telecommunications 
industry in response to 
the dramatic increase 
in local wireless data 
usage over the past 
few years. Many Win-
ston-Salem residents 
now use their cell 
phones for constant 
access to the internet 
as well as making 
phone calls. This data 
usage has put a strain 
on the cell tower 
network, particularly 
in residential areas. As 

more data is transmitted through a cell tower, its coverage 
area diminishes. As a result, new towers are needed in the 
areas between existing towers.  

Winston-Salem’s previous cell tower standards did not 
allow towers in single-family residential zoning within the 
City. The revised tower standards allow towers in these res-
idential areas, but only with a Special Use Permit from the 
City Council. Citizens have the opportunity to comment on 
proposed cell towers and neighborhood meetings are also 
required to inform citizens of proposed towers.  Residential 
towers can only take the form of concealed towers (towers 
with no exposed antennae) or monopole towers (towers 
with an exposed antennae on top of a single pole). The 
more visually impactful lattice towers, with their exposed 
skeletal structure, are not allowed in residential areas. 

Additionally, all residential towers are limited to a height of 
199 feet.  Photosimulations are also required for concealed 
residential towers over 120 feet tall and for all residential 
monopole towers.  These simulations will give residents 
and City Council a realistic idea of how proposed towers 
will look in their surroundings.  

The revised tower standards also increased the required 
setbacks for cell towers. Setbacks of towers from public 
streets were changed from 40 feet to a minimum distance 
equivalent to the tower height (for example, a 150 feet tall 
tower would have a 150 foot setback from a street). Simi-
larly, towers must also be set back a minimum distance of 
tower height from residential properties.  

Standards for towers 
in nonresidential 
zoning districts are 
similar to previous 
cell tower standards 
for these areas. How-
ever, a maximum 
height limit for non-
residential towers of 
300 feet now exists, 
and lattice towers are 
prohibited in the IP 
(Institutional/Public) 
zoning district – the 
IP district often ex-
ists within residential 
neighborhoods and 
such towers could 
have negative visual 
impacts on residen-
tial character.

Revisions to cell tower regulations in the county juristiction 
are being considered by the County Commissioners.  
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2012 2013 Change 2012 to 2013
Constructed Value $362,518,811 $355,363,212 (2%)

Construction Permits Issued 18,735 19,721 +5%
Construction Inspections Conducted 49,546 50,011 +1%

Zoning Cases 49 50 +2%
Planning Board Reviews (PBRs) 10 7 (30%)
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Concealed Tower

Development Permit and Review Volume



Status Update for Five Area Plans

Revised Guidelines Adopted for 
Forsyth County

Local Historic Landmarks

The Comprehensive Planning and Design (CPAD) group 
has been working on five area plan updates which are in 
various stages of completion. 

The Southeast Winston-Salem Area Plan Update was 
published for distribution in January 2014 and is available 
online.

The Southeast Forsyth Area Plan Update 
is in the final proof stage and is ready for 
publication.

The public input phases are complete for 
the Walkertown Area Plan Update and the 
North Suburban Area Plan Update.  The 
plans will proceed to final public hearings 
with appointed and elected boards. 

Lastly, a successful kick-off meeting was 
held for the South Central Area Plan Update 

this past February and is scheduled to hold its second public 
input session is scheduled for Tuesday, March 25 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Salvation Army location at 1411 South Broad 
Street.  The public input sessions are scheduled to be com-
pleted with a drop-in session scheduled for May 29.

Once properties 
are designated as 
Forsyth County 
Local Historic 
Landmarks (LHLs), 
the Forsyth County 
Historic Resources 
Commission (HRC) 
must approve 
proposed alterations 
to those landmarks. 
In reviewing such 

applications, the HRC utilizes design review guidelines 
to ensure proposed changes to landmark properties do not 
damage the physical integrity of these significant resourc-
es. The guidelines establish criteria used by the HRC in 
its review and approval of the alteration, restoration, new 
construction, relocation, or demolition of landmark proper-
ties. Occasionally, these guidelines need to be updated and 
revised. Commission staff, working with the HRC, recently 
updated the landmark design review guidelines. In Feb-
ruary 2014, following a public hearing, the HRC adopted 
revised design review guidelines for Local Historic Land-
marks that became effective immediately.

The updated document is more user friendly and detailed 
than its predecessor and provides more instructional 
information. Planning staff is currently preparing the final 
printed edition of the guidelines, which will contain photo-
graphic illustration. All LHL property owners will receive a 
copy of the new guidelines. The text of the adopted guide-
lines is on the HRC’s web site at www.forsythcountyhrc.
org; a digital copy will be available online in spring 2014.


