
The Planning 
Board recently 
recommended 
approval of a 
text amendment 
revising the 
Neighborhood 
Business (NB) 
District regula-
tions to promote 
neighborhood 
retail that meets 
the needs of 

area residents in a walkable and inviting environment.  The 
changes help create the low-intensity commercial zoning 
district recommended in Legacy 2030 and discussed in all 
recent area plans.  Previously, the NB District was lightly 
used and had several restrictions that limited its usefulness.  

The revised Neighborhood Business District requires 
pedestrian orientation and a number of design elements 
intended to protect the character of surrounding residential 
neighborhoods.  These elements include allowing on-street 
parking and requiring off-street parking to be located to the 
side or rear of principal structures, as well as landscaping to 
buffer adjacent residentially-zoned property.

Signage is limited to one freestanding sign; attached sig-
nage up to 5% of a building wall on street-facing facades. 
Building area is limited to 5,000 square feet per floor.  
Design enhancements required in urban and suburban areas 
include building entrances facing the street, minimum 
ground floor transparency requirements and pedestrian-ori-
ented architectural features. 

Uses in the revised NB District are limited to protect 
nearby residences.  Prohibited uses in Growth Management 
Areas (GMAs) 1, 2 and 3 include motor vehicle repair and 
maintenance, convenience stores, gasoline sales and retail 
stores specializing in automobile supply. Boarding houses, 
car washes, drive-through restaurants and clubs are prohib-
ited in all GMAs.

The Winston-Salem City Council will begin considering 
the text amendment in July; the Forsyth County Commis-
sioners will consider the amendment after City Council 
adoption.  When adopted by the elected bodies, the revised 
NB District will be a tool for encouraging smart, mixed-
use development that protects the character and integrity of 
neighborhoods.  A copy of the text amendment (UDO-262) 
is available on the Planning Department website at 
www.cityofws.org/planning.

Every two years, the Planning and  
Development Services Department 
prepares an Area Plan Implementation 
Status Report to evaluate the status 
of area plan recommendations.  This 
report acts as a tool to help elected offi-
cials, City/County departments, outside 
organizations and the general public 
review the status of specific projects, 
prioritize work program items and 
budget requests, and establish capital 
improvement priorities.  This year, staff 
designed the report to be more visually 
appealing and user friendly, incorporat-
ing all area plan recommendations and 
including graphic indicators that show 
the status of each recommendation at a 
glance.  The revised report format also 
includes Legacy 2030 chapter sum-
maries to provide an overview of the 
functional elements included in Legacy 
and implemented through area plan 
recommendations.  The 2015 report is 
available on the Planning Department 
website at www.cityofws.org/planning.
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New Neighborhood Business District

http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/Planning/Zoning/ZoningCases/June2015/udo262.pdf
http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/planning/area-plans/Status/Area_Plan_Status_Report_20150622.pdf


Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage, written by Winston-Salem native Heather Fearnbach, provides a comprehensive 
overview of the city’s distinctive built environment. The book profiles individual resources ranging from sturdy mid- 
eighteenth-century dwellings to postmodern skyscrapers as well as the neighborhoods that were constructed into the 
1960s.

Copies are now available at the Bryce A. Stuart Municipal Building at 100 E. First Street (at the corner of E. First and S. 
Church Streets) in Winston-Salem at the revenue counter on the first floor.  They accept all forms of payment and have 
the books available at the counter.  The book is on sale for 
$60.00.   The book can also be purchased online at  
www.cityofws.org/heritagebook and mailed to you for an 
additional $16.00. 

Heather Fearnbach, the author, will make presentations 
throughout Winston-Salem so that every part of the com-
munity has an opportunity to hear about their own unique 
architectural history.  Books will be sold at each presen-
tation.  A list of the remaining summer presentations is 
provided below.  There will be more presentations in the fall 
and some smaller events, so keep your eye on our website 
at www.cityofws.org/heritagebook. If you have questions, 
please contact Michelle McCullough at 747-7063 or  
michellem@cityofws.org.
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Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage Has Arrived and is on Sale Now!
Winston-Salem’s 

Architectural 
Heritage

Heather Fearnbach

Forsyth County 
Historic Resources 

Commission
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Forsyth County Historic 
Resources Commission

THE RESULT OF NEW RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION OF  THOUSANDS 
of buildings spanning more than two hundred years, Winston- Salem’s 
Architectural Heritage builds on earlier surveys and National Regis-
ter nominations to present coverage of the city’s richly diverse his-
toric architecture that is unprecedented in both breadth and depth. 
Beginning in , architectural historian Heather Fearnbach 
updated the documentation on all of the properties recorded in For-
syth County’s – architectural survey and many of the coun-
ty’s National Register and locally designated historic districts with 
new photographs and additional research. She also recorded hun-
dreds of additional Winston-Salem properties dating primarily from 
the turn of the twentieth century through the s. � ese newly 
recorded buildings exhibit a wide range of types and styles, from 
modest bungalows to architect-desi gned mansions, simple chapels to 
midcentury churches, s consolidation-era schools to Modernist 
classroom buildings, and the full gamut of commercial and indus-
trial buildings. � e project also focused on residential subdivisions 
with a remarkable amount of plat and deed research to elucidate the 
city’s early- to midcentury growth. Winston-Salem’s Architectural 
Heritage is the culmination of this eff ort, to date the most compre-
hensive examination of the city’s development in images and text. 

CLAUDIA R. BROWN

Survey & National Register Branch Supervisor 
and Architectural Survey Coordinator
North Carolina State Historic Preservation Offi  ce 

ANN VASILIK painted the cityscape on the jacket of 
this book. A native of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
she has lived in Asheville, North Carolina, since 1988. 
She received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from 
Philadelphia College of Art. Ann has worked as a painter, 
illustrator, and teacher in Virginia, California, Hawaii, 

North Carolina, and the Republic of the Philippines. She has had numerous one-
woman shows and has received many awards and commissions. Many private  
and corporate collections contain her work.

Winston-Salem native 
HEATHER FEARNBACH 
pursued undergraduate 
studies in North Carolina, 
Mexico, New York, and 
Arizona, and undertook 
graduate coursework in 
Tennessee and North 
Carolina. She returned to 

her hometown in  and started Fearnbach History Services, 
Inc., a fi rm off ering historic resource research, documentation, 
analysis, and management services, in May . Before that 
time, Heather served as an architectural historian for Edwards-
Pitman Environmental, the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, and the Historic Sites Section of the North 
Carolina Department of Cultural Resources. She has worked 
throughout North Carolina and in South Carolina and 
Tennessee, successfully completing historic architectural 
surveys and reports for transportation projects; municipal 
and county architectural surveys; and numerous nominations 
to the National Register of Historic Places, local historic 
designation reports, and rehabilitation tax credit applications. 
Heather is  a lecturer in the Art and Design Department 
and the coordinator of the Historic Preservation Certifi cate 
program at Salem College in Winston-Salem.

Front � ap photo: Downtown Winston-Salem looking west in the 1930s (NSA)

Jacket design by Julie Allred, BW&A Books, Inc.
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Every reader of this book will be rewarded with new discoveries 
and a renewed “pride of place” in our wonderful city. 

—Gwynne Stephens Taylor, author of From Frontier to Factory: 
An Architectural History of Forsyth County, published in 

Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage

Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage
Author Heather Fearnbach will be at these
locations for a special presentation.


