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Area Plan Implementation Status Report

Every two years, the Planning and
Development Services Department
prepares an Area Plan Implementation
Status Report to evaluate the status

of area plan recommendations. This
report acts as a tool to help elected offi-
cials, City/County departments, outside
organizations and the general public
review the status of specific projects,
prioritize work program items and
budget requests, and establish capital
improvement priorities. This year, staff
designed the report to be more visually
appealing and user friendly, incorporat-
ing all area plan recommendations and
including graphic indicators that show
the status of each recommendation at a
glance. The revised report format also
includes Legacy 2030 chapter sum-
maries to provide an overview of the
functional elements included in Legacy
and implemented through area plan
recommendations. The 2015 report is
available on the Planning Department
website at www.cityofws.org/planning.
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New Neighborhood Business District

The Planning
Board recently
recommended
approval of a
text amendment
revising the
Neighborhood
Business (NB)
District regula-
tions to promote
neighborhood
retail that meets
the needs of
area residents in a walkable and inviting environment. The
changes help create the low-intensity commercial zoning
district recommended in Legacy 2030 and discussed in all
recent area plans. Previously, the NB District was lightly
used and had several restrictions that limited its usefulness.

The revised Neighborhood Business District requires
pedestrian orientation and a number of design elements
intended to protect the character of surrounding residential
neighborhoods. These elements include allowing on-street
parking and requiring off-street parking to be located to the
side or rear of principal structures, as well as landscaping to
buffer adjacent residentially-zoned property.

Signage is limited to one freestanding sign; attached sig-
nage up to 5% of a building wall on street-facing facades.
Building area is limited to 5,000 square feet per floor.
Design enhancements required in urban and suburban areas
include building entrances facing the street, minimum
ground floor transparency requirements and pedestrian-ori-
ented architectural features.

Uses in the revised NB District are limited to protect
nearby residences. Prohibited uses in Growth Management
Areas (GMAS) 1, 2 and 3 include motor vehicle repair and
maintenance, convenience stores, gasoline sales and retail
stores specializing in automobile supply. Boarding houses,
car washes, drive-through restaurants and clubs are prohib-
ited in all GMAs.

The Winston-Salem City Council will begin considering
the text amendment in July; the Forsyth County Commis-
sioners will consider the amendment after City Council
adoption. When adopted by the elected bodies, the revised
NB District will be a tool for encouraging smart, mixed-
use development that protects the character and integrity of
neighborhoods. A copy of the text amendment (UDO-262)
is available on the Planning Department website at
www.cityofws.org/planning.



http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/Planning/Zoning/ZoningCases/June2015/udo262.pdf
http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/planning/area-plans/Status/Area_Plan_Status_Report_20150622.pdf

Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage Has Arrived and is on Sale Now!

Forsyth County Historic
Resources Commissio

FEARNBACH
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Winston-Salem’s
Architectural
Heritage

Winston-Salem's Architectural Heritage

Heather Fearnbach

Winston-Salem’s Architectural Heritage, written by Winston-Salem native Heather Fearnbach, provides a comprehensive
overview of the city’s distinctive built environment. The book profiles individual resources ranging from sturdy mid-
eighteenth-century dwellings to postmodern skyscrapers as well as the neighborhoods that were constructed into the

1960s.

Copies are now available at the Bryce A. Stuart Municipal Building at 100 E. First Street (at the corner of E. Firstand S.
Church Streets) in Winston-Salem at the revenue counter on the first floor. They accept all forms of payment and have

the books available at the counter. The book is on sale for
$60.00. The book can also be purchased online at
www.cityofws.org/heritagebook and mailed to you for an
additional $16.00.

Heather Fearnbach, the author, will make presentations
throughout Winston-Salem so that every part of the com-
munity has an opportunity to hear about their own unique
architectural history. Books will be sold at each presen-
tation. A list of the remaining summer presentations is
provided below. There will be more presentations in the fall
and some smaller events, so keep your eye on our website
at www.cityofws.org/heritagebook. If you have questions,
please contact Michelle McCullough at 747-7063 or
michellem@cityofws.org.




