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A SURVEY OF SELECTED HISTORIC BRIDGES
IN- WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA




PREFACE sosconcr iy

1920s and 1930s. These aged bridges continue to
carry everyday fraffic, but few notice the subtle
features and elegance of these ubiquitous
structures. This project, which is a joint venture
of the Wachovia Historical Society and the
City-County Planning Board, is a survey of
selected street and railroad bridges and park

Winston-Salem possesses a rich
collection of City-maintained historic
from the

14 ¢ Gloss Globe.

footbridges, all but one dating to 1954 or before.
The purpose of this survey is to document these
City-maintained bridges in an organized and
critical fashion, with the possibility of eventually
nominating some of the structures to the National

]
82"

Reqister of Historic Places or to designate them
as Local Historic Landmarks. Additionally, while
serving as an informational resource, this survey
will also yield beneficial results for planning
purposes, as often bridges go unrecognized
for their valuable architectural and historical
significance to the community.
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| N T R O D U CT as buildings, though they are not typically the kind of

structure considered when thinking of what to preserve.
Bridges, like the roads and people they carry, are reminders of a city's expansion and changing
landscape. In Winston-Salem, many extant bridges originate from the two decades after the merger
of Winston and Salem in 1913, at a time when the city withessed a boom in population and expand-
ed its city limits. At the same time, specifically from 1915 to 1930, Winston-Salem was actually the
largest city in North Carolina, as well as the hub of the nation's fobacco and textile industries.! People
were continuously streaming intfo the city and goods were streaming out. Bridges quietly remind us of
these points of history. Further, bridges, like other works of architecture, are examples of style. It is
important to remember that historic resource designations and other preservation honors are not just
for buildings, but for all cultural landscape elements that tell something about the history of people
and the places where they live.

O N Bridges are bearers of history and culture just the same

In arguing for the placement of bridges on the National Register, bear in mind that certain lridges
satisfy the concepts of "historical significance," "historic context," and "historic integrity" required by the
National Park Service for listing on the Register.” The bridges are historically significant because of their
place in the history of Winston-Salem's expansion and as part of a larger frend in road building in
early-twentieth century North Carolina. The bridges fit "historic context" because they provide tangible
remnants on the landscape of local and statewide road booms, which proved to be pivotal in the
growth and development of Winston-Salem and North Carolina. Finally, the bridges largely maintain
their "nistoric integrity," in that their historic identities remain intact. The locations and designs of the
bridges have not changed since their creations; the setftings around the bridges are fairly consistent;
though similar in design to each other and to other bridges across the state, these older structures
provide a truer sense of workmanship than do today's prefabricated bridges; and, the bridges seem
fo maintain their original feeling and association as arteries connecting all of Winston-Salem, by car,
rail, and on foot.
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'Gwynne Stephens Taylor, From Frontier to Factory: An Architectural History of Forsyth County. Winston-Salem:
North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and History, with Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Historic Properties Commission and City-County Planning Board of Forsyth County and Winston-Salem, 1981. 55.

2 National Register Bulletin 16: Guidelines for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, Part A: How to
Complete the National Register Form. National Park Service, US Department of Interior, 1991. 3-4.
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road building.
The roads and bridges in this survey are largely
of twentieth century construction and their
creations are linked to three aspects of
Winston-Salem's history: the "Good Roads"
movement; the expansion of the railroads;
and, the creation of suburbs.

The Good Roads movement was a nationwide
call to action that lasted from 1879 to 1915.
The movement's goal was to create passable
roads throughout the nation, in the belief that
such roads would both ease the lives of locals
and stimulate a national tourist trade. North
Carolina was especially active in the move-
ment — thanks to the efforts of several gover-
nors and to the willingness of the common
people — and was even known as the "Good
Roads State." Winston, and later Winston-Salem,
was at the forefront of road-building efforts in
the State, actively promoting the use of paved
roads as advantageous to good industrial
development. In 1901, as part of the propa-
ganda of the nationwide movement, propo-
nents of the Good Roads Movement rode a
frain throughout the South in an effort to excite
local inferest in the movement. The train
passed through Winston and quickly prompted
the formation of the Northwestern Good Roads
Association of North Carolina in the city.®* Soon
thereafter, a Good Roads Association was
formed in North Carolina, with Pleasant
Henderson (PH.) Hanes, of Winston-Salem
tobacco and textile fame, as president.”

The North Carolina Good Roads Association
'had no idea of advocating a state highway
system. In fact, it looked upon road building as

a distinctly local problem." Further the
Association had no funds with which to under-
write large road projects; instead, individual
counties were forced 1o find their own means
of paying for roads. Luckily for Forsyth County,
PH. Hanes acted not only as president of the
statewide association, but also as an advo-
cate of road-building in his own community.
In 1903, he led "a vigorous group that...won
from the State Assembly an act establishing
formation of the Forsyth County Highway
Commission, first of its kind in the state."
Winston and its neighboring Salem were well
on their ways to creating an expansive com-
plex of roads and accompanying bridges.

Local industrialists like PH. Hanes not only sup-
ported the creation of good roads but also
advocated for the expansion of railroads into
Forsyth County. The noted local historian
Adelaide Fries states, "The town's leading busi-
nessmen — tobacconists such as R.J. and Will
Reynolds, John and Pleasant H. Hanes, the
Whitakers, and the leading textile manufactur-
ers — devoted much fime, energy, and money
tfowards the acquisition of railroad connections
throughout the 1870s and 1880s."” Winston-
Salem had three railroad lines cutting through
its city limits. The Southern Railway was estab-
lished in 1873, the Norfolk and Western in
1889, and the Winston-Salem Southbound in
1910.% The industrialists and other powerful
locals subsidized the building of railroads
through Winston and Salem; some of these
men were even on the governing boards of
the railroads. The involvement and influence of
local industrialists caused the creation of muilti-
ple short spur lines off the main railroads.
Evidence of such a spur can still be seen at
Haled Street, under which runs an abandoned
spur of the Winston-Salem Southibound

*Howard Lawrence Preston. Dirt Roads to Dixie: Accessibility and Modernization in the South, 1885-1935. Knoxville:

University of Tennessee Press, 1991. 27-29.
‘Preston. 41.

*Cecil Kenneth Brown. The State Highway System of North Carolina: Its Evolution and Present Status. Chapel Hill:

University of North Carolina Press, 1931. 35.

¢Manly Wade Wellman. Winston-Salem in History, Volume 4: Transportation and Communication. Historic Winston:

Winston-Salem, 1976. 27.

"Adelaide Fries, et al., Forsyth: The History of a County on the March. Second Edition. Chapel Hill: University of North

Carolina Press, 1976. 188.
8Fries. 250.
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Railroad.” These spurs led straight to the busy
factory district in modern downtown Winston-
Salem and wove their ways through the
expanding city streets, influencing their layouts
and creating many over- and under-passes,
which still exist today and are included in this
survey.

Finally, the dispersal of residential neighbor-
hoods in the early-twentieth century increased
the need for good road systems leading into
the industrial and commercial districts of
Winston-Salem. Suburbs grew in phases over
the first few decades of the century and many
of these neighborhoods still exist today: West
End, Ardmore, Washington Park, and Reynolds-
tfown are a few of the neighborhoods that
encircle the old downtown. Suburbs such as
West End were platted as streetcar neighbor-
hoods; good, paved roads were necessary for
the trolleys. Therefore, roads and accompany-
ing bridges sprung up around West End and
may be evidence of this "mini” road-building
boom. In addition, some roads into the sub-
urbs were created at the demand of neigh-
bors themselves. The Board of Aldermen
Minutes bear out this fact: throughout the
1920s and 1930s, the minute books are filled
with unanimous requests from residents of
one or more streets asking that the board
"macadamize" or otherwise pave their roads.™

Thanks to these three factors — the Good
Roads Movement, the building of railroads,
and the increase in “suburban” development —
Winston-Salem quickly finished the roads within
its city limits. Adelaide Fries asserts that, "In
1923 an extensive street-building program was
begun and by 1948 there were 145 miles of
paved street within the city.""" Thanks to the
efforts of national political movements, local
industrialists, and common citizens, Winston-
Salem became a model for extensive and
well-maintained roads in North Carolina. The
foridges of this survey testify to these efforts.

This survey of

PARAmeTeRg OF Winston-Salem'’s
THIS PROJECT AND nistoric bridges
COMMENTS ON e Somenites
SOURCES

ment to a

similar, statewide
survey by the North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDQIT). As of this writing, the
NCDOT's project is ongoing. The NCDOT's
objective is mulfifold: first, it seeks to identify
and evaluate the stability of all the State’s
bridges, both state- and locally-owned;
second, it seeks to identify bridges or groups
of bridges with state or national significance
that might make the structures eligible for
nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places.

This survey also seeks to identify National
Register-eligible bridges, but is more inclusive
in its definitions of eligibility than is the NCDOT.
The study seeks to single out bridges with local
significance; for, even if such bridges are not
eligible for the National Register, they may be
eligible for protection under City preservation
ordinances. Additionally, this survey serves as
a form of documentation for selected bridges
of Winston-Salem. This documentation may be
useful for a multitude of purposes, including,
but not limited to: the reconstruction of a
historic bridge, if it is ever damaged; research
for other streets-based projects; the inclusion
of bridges as contributing resources in future
historic district designations; and, general
interest for historians and preservationists. This
survey does not include, nor does it account
for, bridges owned and maintained by the
State of North Carolina.

Many sources were used 1o compile the list of
oridges evaluated in this survey. The available
NCDOT reports are the backbone of the sur-
vey; they provided the largest number of
ridges included. These reports provided

° Lichtenstein Consulting Engineers. North Carolina Department of Transportation Historic Bridge Inventory Report.
"Haled Street over Walkway (Abandoned WSSB RR)." Copy of report held by Winston-Salem Streets Division.

The abandoned spur has since been converted into a walkway for the students of the North Carolina School of the Arts.
See Survey entry for “Haled Street Across North Carolina School of the Arts Pedestrian Walkway.”

“For the purposes of this survey, all of the Board of Aldermen Minutes from 1919 (the date of the Glade Street Bridge)
to 1954 (the end of the period of significance for the survey) were read. Regular requests for road paving appear in the
1920s and 1930s. Board of Aldermen Minutes, 1919-1950. Volumes 12-35. Macadamize is the verb form of “macadam,”
meaning a pavement of layers of compacted small stones, usually bound with tar or asphalt. For definition, see

www.dictionary.com.
"Fries. 252.



names of bridges (by intersection), type of
oridge, construction dates, and descriptions
of bridges, along with brief histories of the
bridges’ statewide or national significance, if
any. The NCDQIT reports proved to be relatively
accurate, though several of the bridges were
found to have the wrong dates assigned 1o
them. Copies of these reports are held by the
Winston-Salem Streets Division.

The NCDQT information was supplemented

by several sources. General discussion with
City-County Planning Board staff provided
insight into the location of bridges not included
in the available NCDOT reports. The Winston-
Salem Board of Aldermen Minutes from 1918
1o 1954 revealed not only the City’s spending
pattermns for streets and bridges, but also the
historical worth of early park footbridges. Based
on the Aldermen’s minutes, footbridges were
added to this survey. The footbridges were
found through a combination of informants in
the Planning Department, assistance from the
City Recreation and Parks Department, and
examinations of city maps.

A few historic photographs and engineering
records were also unearthed during the
research for this survey. The photographs are
from the Forsyth County Public Library’s well-
maintained photo archive. The photographs
show the bridges in earlier contexts, providing
some idea about their settings and appear-
ances.

Engineering records are extant for a handful
of the bridges. These records show projects for
bridge construction; further evidence must be
unearthed on a case-by-case basis to deter-
mine if the bridges were actually built to
match them. For example, the Glade Street
Bridge across Peters Creek is shown in the
engineering records 1o have obelisk-shaped
concrete lampposts embbedded in the end
posts; if actually installed, these lamps have
long since been removed. Based on this case
lesson, it is advised that the engineering
records e used only in conjunction with other
evidence.”

FINDINGS AND GENERAL COMMENTS

The bridges in the survey have been broken info seven groups.
The groups, as well as the numiber of bridges within each group, are as follows:

Type Bridges Built

Roads Across Water 23
Roads Across Railroads 6
Railroads Across Roads 4
Roads Across Pedestrian Walkways 2
Roads Across Roads 1
Pedestrian Walkways Across Roads 1
Park Footbridges Across Water 8"
TOTAL 45

2In a related case, in the Greensboro, NC, neighborhood of Westerwood, a historic bridge was recently repaired and it too
line was found to be embedded in the concrete wall. From, Landmarks: A Quarterly Publication of Preservation

Greensboro Incorporated. Summer 2004. 12.

3Some of these park footbridges are considered as groups because all the bridges within one park were built at the same
time and are identical in appearance. For instance, the multiple stone footbridges in Miller Park are counted together as

one bridge.



Of these bridges, the largest number was built
in the 1920s and 1930s. The following chart
illustrates bridge building activity by decade.

Time Bridges Built"

Pre-1900 3
1900s 0
1910s 2
1920s 15
1930s 9
1940s 6
1950s 5
1990s 1
Unknown 4
TOTAL 45

Several of the bridges, both individually and
as groups, deserve comment here in the
Infroduction, either because of their particular
importance to Winston-Salem's transportation
history or because of their aesthetic appeal.
The NCDOQT identified a group of bridges
described as "similar tee beam bridges built
from 1919 to 1925 by the City of Winston-
Salem." Its reports go on to say, "The bridges
are distinctive from all other tee beam bridges
in the state, especially the hundreds of state-
built standard tee beams from the late 1910s
1o 1950s, by the combination of covered fas-
ciae beams, sheer details, pilasters, shallow
diaphragms, and blind-panel parapets."® The
remaining tee beam bridges are as follows:

» Crafton Street Across Peters Creek

* Vine Street Across Fifth Street

* Vargrave Street Across Salem Creek

* Broad Street Across Salem Creek

* Glade Street Across Peters Creek

» Waughtown Street Across Salem Creek.

Within the individual bridge descriptions in
the next section of this survey, these bridges
are identified as a group. These bridges are
significant for their age, design and form,

association with Winston-Salem's independent
road-building spirit, and for the fact that they
survive as a group. They are probably the most
eligible for Natfional Register listing. Two other
oridges — Akron Drive across the Norfolk
Southern Railway line and Libery Street across
the Norfolk Southern Railway — form a small
group united by a common feature: they both
feature obelisk-shaped lampposts attached to
their bridge walls. As mentioned earlier, the
Glade Street Bridge across Peters Creek has
extant engineering records that show it as hav-
ing been planned with lampposts. The Akron
Drive and Liberty Street Bridges do not have
known engineering records, but they did use
attached lampposts. The Liberty Street Bridge is
in deteriorated condition, and both bridges
appear to be suffering from neglect. The appli-
cation of sensitive restoration to these bridges
would greatly enhance their unique character.

Finally, a few individual bridges are worthy of
note. The Glade Street Bridge across Peters
Creek merits mentioning again; it was built in
1919, making it the oldest in the group of tee
beam bridges. Located af the edge of the
West End Historic District, the bridge is not com-
pletely incorporated into the local historic dis-
frict boundaries; it may have featured lamp-
posts; and, finally, it is currently in bad repair.
These positive and negative factors together
make it worthy of historical investigation and
restoration efforts. A second bridge worth not-
ing is located on Valley Road across Mill Creek.
The NCDQI report lists this bridge as a com-
mon type; however, it is significant — atf least in
Winston-Salem — because it is the only single-
lane bridge in the survey. It is rare that such an
unusual structure has survived since 1922, and
it deserves recognition. Finally, there is a metal
fruss footbridge (ca. 1936) atf the base of
Liberia Street, which deserves recognition. This
is the only all-metal bridge in the survey and

is a surviving relic of the once-thriving Happy
Hill, an African-American community with rich
history. Because of its historic significance, this
footbridge is worthy of infense documentation.

" This chart only shows bridges included in this survey, not the full number of bridges actually still in Winston-Salem.
The state-maintained bridges are not included in this survey. Also, because the period of significance cuts off at 1954,
not all of the bridges from the 1950s are included in the bridge count. The only bridge included from post-1954, 1998’s
Old Salem Heritage Bridge across Old Salem Road, is included because it has special significance that belies its young age.
* Lichtenstein Consulting Engineers. North Carolina Department of Transportation Historic Bridge Inventory Report.
Prepared for North Carolina Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, Bridge Maintenance Unit. Quote from the
report "Crafton Street over Peter's Creek." Prepared by JPH. March 2003.



Further information about these and all the
other bridges can be found in the survey
portion of this report. All the bridges have
something to recognize, even if it is merely
their survival of fifty-plus years in a city that has
changed so dramatically over the past one
hundred years. Even if these bridges are not
formally recognized or restored and con-
served, this report may hopefully inspire local
citizens to think beyond the obvious when
considering the community’s historic resources.
History is found in all aspects of the human-
made landscape.

FORIYIAT OF The next section of

this report consists
TH€ §UI2\I€V of documentation for
each individual bridge. The survey is devel-
oped in sections based on the seven groups
delineated on page 4. Within these groups,
each individual bridge is freated to three
types of documentation. First, there is a written
description, outlining the basic location, form,
appearance, and style of the bridge, as well
as any other pertinent information, such as
known history or information about major

damage to the bridge. The description may
also mention the bridge's relationship — either
in location or in style — to other bridges in the
survey. Second, for most bridges, there is a
hand-sketched "field notes" page, which
includes a small map showing the bridge's
location and a not-to-scale drawing of the
ridge walls, which is labeled to point out any
interesting features or characteristics. Finally,
each bridge is documented with photographs
taken specifically for this survey.

In addition 1o this report, the records of the sur-
vey will be kept on file af the City-County
Planning Board. These records consist of a
series of file folders, one for each bridge, that
include the NCDOT reports (if available), hard
copies of historic and modern photographs,
engineering records, information culled from
the Board of Aldermen Minute Books, and any
other documentation garnered during this
research. There is also a "general information”
file included in the records, which features
photographic negatives, discs, slides, original
field notes, a copy of the bibliography, and
various other types of documentation.
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NOE))
ACROSS
WATER

A SURVEY
OF SELECTED
HISTORIC BRIDGES
IN WINSTON-SALEM,
NORTH CAROLINA
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Al.q.

Brookstown Avenue
Across Town Run
Built: 1880

12

A.1.b.

Academy Street
Across Tanners Run

Built: 1883




A1, SALEM BRIDGES

NCDOQOT Bridge #s: Not Assighed
The three Salem bridges

LOCAT'ON? are located in close
AND §€TT|NG§ proximity 10 one another,

either in or near the Old Salem and West
Salem Historic Districts. Today'’s setting is that of
an urban neighborhood with buildings ranging
from mid- to early-twentieth century residential
and industrial structures.

DESCRIPTION  While ranging in size,

all of the bridges
consist of a brick, common bond barrel vault.
The north face of the Academy Street Bridge
has some stonework at the base, as do both
sides of the Wachovia Street Bridge. The
smallest of the three, the Wachovia Street
Bridge is the best preserved in its original state;
however, there are some structural concerns.
The Brookstown Avenue Bridge suffered a
near collapse in 2006, and was sensitively
reconstructed, preserving its exterior features
at each end of the bridge. The Academy
Street Bridge witnesses the greatest amount
of deterioration, although in 2006 it was
determined to be structurally sound.

The three bridges signify
a fime in local history
when good transporta-

AND OTHER
SOURCES  Ceearmmodito Winsion

and Salem during the late nineteenth-century.
All three bridges replaced earlier wood bridges
due to structural concerns. Alithough common
in northern states and railroad bridges, mason-
ry construction of bridges is rare in the south for
road traffic, making these three bridges

unique.
Each of these

COMME:N_K/ three bridges
RECOMMENDATIONS is of singuior

importance, and together they form an
impressive collection of the only late-nine-
teenth century bridges remaining in the city.
Both National Register and Local Historic
Landmark designation should be pursued.

HISTORY

A.1.c. Wachovia Street Across Tanners Run

Built: 1894
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OlId First Street Across
Brushy Fork Creek
Built: 1910




AQ. OLD FIRST STREET
ACROSS BRUSHY FORK CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned
The Old First Street

LOCATIONS ~ The oic
AND SETTINGS of ssness 40, s

First Street originally crossed over Brushy Fork
Creek. The bridge, long abandoned, is over-
grown with ground cover. Difficult fo access,
the bridge appears to be used infrequently

as an access point for billboard maintenance.
Woods surround the entirety of the bridge,

and have overtaken parts of the roadway;
vegetation covers much of the concrete walls
of the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  The Oid First Street Bridge

rises far above Brushy
Fork Creek, and measures 100" in length. The
two outer spans of the bridge measure 25
long each, while the center span measures 50°
in length. The walls contain an end post at
each entrance and two midpoints where the
outer spans meet the center span. Between
the posts, vertical supports with chamfered
edges run the entire length of the bridge,
each measuring 32" wide and 2’9" in height.
The walls consist of a 6" foot leading info the
vertical columns and ending with a large cap,
again 6" tall. Overall, each side of the bridge
measures 3'9” tall and 9” wide. Rising well
above Brushy Fork Creek, the footings of the
bridge are visible from below, but are not
easily accessible. Remarkably, the footings are
constructed of large, stacked stones before
leading into the concrete form of the bridge.

The bridge has experienced a variety of dam-
age. In areas, concrete has fallen away from
the bridge, leaving gaps and openings in the
structure, exposing the rebar. As mentioned
earlier, surrounding vegetation has overtaken
much of the roadway and begun wrapping
around the walls of the bridge. At each mid-
point, the bridge has broken away from the
center span. Also, a modern chain-link fence
has been aftached to the southern wall af the
western edge.

No information could
be found on the bridge
other than the two date

AND OTHER  aer non e
SOURCES  fogiings of e bridge

create speculation on the origins of the bridge,
as they indicate the presence of perhaps an

even earlier bridge.
After the three

COMMENTS/ pfer e
RECOM M€N DAT|ON§ late-nineteenth

century Salem Bridges, the Old First Street
Bridge is the oldest identified in the survey,
dating to 1910. The age, style, and stone
footings of the bridge are highly significant
and enhance its local historical significance.
A greenway along Brushy Fork Creek is
planned, and it would run beneath the bridge.
The bridge should be incorporated into the
greenway plan, as it would greatly contribute
to the aesthetic setting of the trail. As such,
restoration of the bridge is imperative.
National Register listing and Local Historic
Landmark designation should lbe sought for
this noteworthy bridge.

HISTORY

Plaque on Southern Bridge Wall:
1910
Bridge Commiftee
L.B. Brickenstein
W.L. Pfoff
R. Kinamon
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GLADE STREET ACROSS PETERS CREEK FIELD NOTES
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A3. GLADE STREET
ACROSS PETERS CREEK

NCDOQOT Bridge #: 330387
The Glade Street Bridge

LOCAHON is located adjacent 1o
AND §€TTING Hanes Park on Glade

Street, near its intersection with Hawthorne
Road. Peters Creek, which runs under the
bridge, is the boundary line marking the outer
edge of the West End Historic District. The area
around the bridge is largely single-family and
multifamily residential to the south and east

(a school lies directly to the south), a park and
YMCA are found to the north and east, and
Hawthorne Road 1o the west, is lined with both
residential and commercial structures.

DESCRIPTION  The bridge walls are

three spans long. Each
span is decorated with 27 rectangular blind
panels. The end and mid posts are of equal
size, each of these sports a blind panel that is
somewhat wider than those on the spans. The
whole wall lies atop a two-step pedestal base.
The end and mid posts are further decorated
with two-step caps with pyramidal forms on
the tops. A handrail runs the length of the
spans and is decoratively formed to come
to a shallow peak at its center.
H|§TORV Engineering records
show this bridge as
having been planned

AND OTH€R ith light: babl
gOURCEg \s/\i/rl“nilol?’rosfaopsreo fguné on

the Akron Drive and Liberty Street Bridges. There
are no known historic photographs of the
bridge that might shnow such lights, and a
maodern visual survey is inconclusive; therefore,
it is not known if the details on the engineering
plans were ever fulfilled, or if the bridge was
simply built without the lights.

The NCDQIT believes this structure is one of six
remaining tee-beam bridges constructed by
the City of Winston-Salem between 1919 and

1925. Tee-beam bridge technology is based
on the connection of the longitudinal beam
and the deck section. The primary reinforcing
steel is placed longitudinally in the bottom of
the beam stem. The NCDOT callls the Winston-
Salem tee-beam bridges "distinctive from all
other tee-beam bridges in the state, especially
the hundreds of state-built standard tee-
beams from the late 1910s to 1950s, by the
combination of coved fasciae beams, shear
details, pilasters, shallow diaphragms, and
blind-panel parapets." The Department’s report
goes on to say that the bridges "are techno-
logically significant as part of a city bridge-
building campaign using its own standard
details, and in comparison with the surviving
statewide population they are among the
most aesthetically successful, standard tee-
beam bridges."'® Of these six bridges, only the
bridge on Waughtown Street across Salem
Creek is still marked with its builder's plaque:
the plaque affributes that bridge to the Luten
Bridge Company of Knoxville, Tennessee. See
the NCDOIT reports, held in the files of this sur-
vey, for further information about this bridge
and its five companions.

The NCDOT

COM M€NT§/ recommends
RECOMMENDATIONS the Glade

Street Bridge across Peters Creek for inclusion
on the National Reqister. This survey concurs,
based on these factors: proximity to the West
End Historic District, which has maintained the
bridge's historic sefting; unique form as a local-
ly-created structure; and, age and style. The
bridge is eligible as an individual form and as
part of the group of six.

Note: The Glade Street Bridge is alreaqdy listed on the
National Register as a confributing element of the West
End National Register Historic District. However, its context
as a companion fo the remaining five other remaining
tee-beam bridges in Winston-Salem is significant and
should be evaluated in that light.

*NCDOT Historic Bridge Inventory Report. "Glade Street over Peters Creek." Found in the files of the NCDOT, Raleigh, NC.
Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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Glade Street
Across Peters Creek
Built: 1919
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CAMERON AVENUE ACROSS FALLING BRANCH AELD NOTES
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A4. CAMERON AVENUE
ACROSS FALLING BRANCH

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330373
The Cameron Avenue

LOCATION T .
ridge across Falling
AND §€TTING Branch is found on a

section of Cameron Avenue between New
Walkertown Road and East Eighth Street. The
bridge is just inside the boundary of the historic
Reynoldstown neighborhood.

New Walkertown Road is a busy artery that
infersects with Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to the
west, and heavy traffic runs just o the south of
the bridge. Cameron Avenue itself is not very
busy, but runs through a densely populated
single-family residential neighlbborhood. The
bridge is separated from these houses by East
Eighth Street and Mount Zion Place.

DESCRIPTION  This bridge carries two

lanes of auto fraffic and
two sidewalks. The bridge walls are constructed
of concrete and metal. It is a continuous slab
bridge with concrete substructure. The NCDOT
notes the bridge’s unique substructure, which is
supported by “mushroom columns,” an
uncommon bridge form. At the street level, the
bridge walls are also unusual because of their
infegrated use of both concrete and metall.
The end posts and base of the walls are con-
crete. The end posts are tapered rectangular
forms with pyramidal tops; they feature deco-
rative raised panels on all their exposed sides.
The lengths of the three short spans of the
bridge are filled by two parallel rows of metal
pipe. These pipes are supported at intervals by
two concrete mid posts, which are embedded
in the concrete base of the wall. In between
the mid posts, the pipes are further supported

by vertical piping with heavy, decorative metal
knuckles. All the piping seems to have been
painted gray or pale blue at some point. Off
the north end of the west wall, there is a short
brick addition, now broken. At one time, this
extension of the bridge wall may have
prevented access fo the creek bed. Damage
fo this bridge includes rusting, leeching, and
spawling, none of it dramatic.

H|§‘|‘ORV The NCDOT believes
that the substructure
of this bridge makes it

AND OTHER  of h ,
SOURCES B e e s

it “a rare, nicely detailed, and technologically
significant example of slab bridge construction
with mushroom columns.” Its report goes on to
say that "l is the only bridge of the mushroom
column design in North Carolina, and one of
the few known examples in the eastern United
States.”"’

COMMENTS/ based
RECOMMENDATIONS cameron

Avenue Bridge's rare substructure form, the
NCDOQOT recommended it for National Register
consideration. Subsequent to this study, the
bridge was listed on the National Register as
a contributing structure in the Reynoldstown
National Reqister Historic District. In addition,
the bridge is locally significant due fo both its
design and location in the Reynoldstown
neighlborhood.

"NCDOT Historic Bridge Inventory Report. "Cameron Avenue across Creek." Found in the files of the NCDOT, Raleigh, NC.
Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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Cameron Avenue
Across Falling Branch
Built: 1920
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Cameron Avenue

Across Falling Branch
Mushroom Column Design
Built: 1920
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STADIUM DRNE ACROSS CLONERLEAF BRANCH FIELD NOTES
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A.S. STADIUM DRNE
ACROSS CLONERLEAF BRANCH

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330372
The 1921 Stadium Drive

LOCATlON Bridge runs across a
AND §€TT|NG fributary of Salem Creek

on a two-lane road largely surrounded by
maintenance buildings owned by the City of
Winston-Salem. The bridge is near the enfrance
to Salem Academy, but because part of an
intersecting road was temporarily closed at the
fime of this survey, the volume of fraffic seems
to e rather low across the bridge. The area
around the creek is partially wooded and
heavily overgrown with ground cover.

DESCRIPTION  This short concrete

tee-beam bridge carries
two lanes of fraffic and sidewalks. The bridge
walls are noticeably petite forms, being slightly
lower than average and very thin in profile.
The walls do not have a foot or pedestal, but
rest directly on the ground. The end posts are
thin rectangles with a flat slab cap topped
with a pyramidal form. They are engraved with
rectangular frames on all exposed sides. The
one-span length has four engraved horizontal
panels similar to those seen on the end posts.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

This is one of the unique tee-beam bridges in
Winston-Salem identified by the NCDOIT. Refer
to the entry for "Glade Street across Peters
Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “"Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”

Note: Since the fime of the survey, the Stadium Drive
Bridge has been demolisheqd.

Stadium Drive
Across Cloverleaf Branch
Built: 1921
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CRAFTON STREET ACROSS PETERS CREEK FIELD NOTES
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A.0. CRAFTON STREET
ACROSS PETERS CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330381
The 1921 Crafton

LOCATION ~ Tre 1921
reet Bridge across
AND §€TTING Peters Creek is located

between the West End and Ardmore Historic
Districts. From the west, the bridge is
approached after a wide curve in the road.
The surrounding neighborhood consists of
single-family and multifamily residential build-
ings, some of which are relatively modern infill.
The integrity of the immediate area is some-
what lessened by an overpass for Business 40,
which crosses Crafton Street a few hundred
yards north of the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  The Crafton Street Bridge

is a concrete tee-beam
structure carrying two lanes of auto traffic and
two sidewalks. The substructure is supported by
cantilever walls; this is one of the few bridges
where the substructure is readily accessible,
thanks to low underbrush, few trees, and the
placement of structures along the creek. The
bridge walls are one-span long and have an
attractive subtle curve in their forms. Each wall
has a foot and handrail, each slightly shaped.
The end posts have chamfered pedestals and
flat two-step caps. Their rectangular shafts are
undecorated. The lengths of the walls have
33 rectangular blind panels with chamfered
edges.

The bridge walls have some minor breakage
and losses and some of the interior metal has
become exposed. The whole of the walls
appears weathered. The creek bed is easily
accessible; therefore, the bridge’s substructure
support walls are filled with graffiti.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

This is one of the six unigue tee-beam
bridges in Winston-Salem identified by the
NCDOI. Refer to the entry for “"Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “"Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”

27
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Crafton Street
Across Peters Creek
Built: 1921




CRAFTON STREET ACROSS PETERS CREEK ORIGINAL DRAWING
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WAUGHTOWN STREET ACROSS SALEM CREEK AELD NOTES
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A.7. WAUGHTOWN STREET
ACROSS SALEM CREEK

NCDOQOT Bridge #: 330314
The 1921 Waughtown

LOCAHON Street Bridge is @
AND §€TT|NG concrete tee-beam

bridge set immediately south of Old Salem,

at a point near the Salem Avenue roundabout,
Central Park borders the bridge to the east.
There are no buildings immediately around the
bridge, but further south of the bridge are a
modern commercial area and the North
Carolina School of the Arts (NCSA).

DESCRIPTION Now closed, the

Waughtown Street Bridge
carried two lanes of auto fraffic and features
two sidewalks. It is three spans long on the west
and two spans on the east. The end and mid
posts are heavy, nearly square shafts set on
chamfered-edged pedestals and topped with
slab caps, which rise only as high as the slightly
peaked handrail. Each span has 19 rectangu-
lar blind panels and is set on a complete foot.
The west wall jogs back from the road at the
north and has an exira span. Here, the end

Waughtown Street
Across Salem Creek
Built: 1921

and mid posts are smaller than the bridge’s
other examples, but are composed in the
style of the rest. The large metal date plague
is located prominently on the west wall, on the
mid post between the first and second spans.
The bridge is in fairly good repair, though it suf-
fers from some minor losses and is rather dirty.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

This is one of the six unique tee-beam bridges
in Winston-Salem identified by the NCDOT.
Refer to the entry for “Glade Street across
Peters Creek.”

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for *Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”

Date Plaque:
Salem Creek Bridge
Built For
City of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County
R.W. Gorrell, Mayor Highway Commission
Street Commiftee E.T. Mickey, Chairman
L.F. Owen, Chairman  E.T. Lehman
Carey Brown TA. Crews
H.L. Shaner D.W. Harmon,
Designing Engineer County Engineer
Built by
Luten Bridge Company
Knoxville, Tennessee
1921
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VALLEY ROAD ACROSS MILL CREEK AELD NOTES
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A.8. \ALLEY ROAD

ACROSS MILL CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330209
The 1922 Valley Road

LOCAHON Bridge across Mill Creek
AND gETﬂNG is on secluded Valley

Road, a spur street off Reynolda Road, a
major artery in northwest Winston-Salem. Valley
Road is partially residential with a few light
commercial structures just north of this bridge.
Immediately around the bridge is a dense
growth of both frees and ground cover.

DESCRIPTION  This concrete fee-beam

bridge seems to be the
only remaining bridge in the city to carry one
lane of traffic. Valley Road is otherwise two
lanes. The bridge does not carry sidewalks but
does have a slightly broader foot than aver-
age. The bridge walls are remarkably petite; in
scale, perhaps, with its one-lane carriage. The
walls are set on a continuous foot, meaning
that it is not broken at the ends to make
pedestals for the end posts. The end posts
have simple tops, rising slightly higher than the
handrail. The shafts of the end caps are
inscribed with vertical rectangular frames on
all exposed sides. The lengths of the walls have
three similarly inscribed horizontal rectangles.
A date plague is located on each wall, ot
opposite ends.

The NCDQIT Historic
Bridge Inventory Report
on this bridge calls it

AND OTHER ¢ .
SOURCES Tﬁesgggor:?gﬁvengn of

commission with no individually distinguishing
features or details.” The NCDOT has identified
some 240 similar bridges in the state, some
complete and some altered.

Although the

COMMGNTW NCDOT deems
RECOMMENDATIONS this briage

"not eligible”
for National Register status due to the
commonality of the form statewide, at the
local level this bridge’s one-lane carriage
is highly unique as the only extant example
in Winston-Salem, and it speaks to the
relatively undeveloped nature of Valley Road.
Local Historic Landmark designation is
recommended to protect this unusual bridge,
its setting, and the franquility of an area just
off busy Reynolda Road. National Register
eligibility should be reassessed.

HISTORY

33



Valley Road
Across Mill Creek
Built: 1922
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Date Plaque:
Mill Creek Bridge
Built by State of North Carolina
with
Federal Aid
Project No. 742
1922
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UARGRANE STREET ACROSS SALEM CREEK AELD NOTES
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A.Q. VARGRANE STREET
ACROSS SALEM CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330371
This 1924 bridge is

LOCATION s 1924 bri
ocated on Vargrave
AND §€TT|NG Street, which runs parallel

to US 52. The bridge passes over Salem Creek
and the Salem Creek Greenway. Civitan Park
is to its east and US 52 to its west. South of

the bridge, Vargrave Street leads 1o severadl
neighborhoods and small commercial areas.
North of the bridge lies Winston-Salem State
University. This bridge is currently closed to
fraffic.

DESCRIPTION  The Vargrave Street

Bridge is a concrete
two-span tee-beam bridge that carried two
lanes of auto tfraffic and two sidewalks over
Salem Creek and the Salem Creek Greenway.
The bridge walls are quite long. The two end
posts and one mid post of each wall are the
same form: undecorated, rectangular shafts
resting on chamfered pedestals and capped
by two-step caps. Each span is decorated with
three horizontal, rectangular inscribed frames
and is topped by a flat handrail.

Vargrave Street
Across Salem Creek
Built: 1924

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

This is one of the six unique tee-beam bridges
in Winston-Salem identified by the NCDOT.
Refer to the entry for “Glade Street across
Peters Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”
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BROAD STREET ACROSS SALEM CREEK FIELD NOTES
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A10. BROAD STREET
ACROSS SALEM CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330375
The 1925 Broad Street

LOCAHON Bridge is located just
AND gETﬂNG oufside the Washingfon

Park and West Salem Historic Districts. Salem
Avenue forms at a fork immediately north of
the bridge. The bridge extends over Salem
Creek, beside which runs the Salem Creek
Greenway, a paved bike and foot trail that
loops through the city. The entrance to the trail
meets the street on the north side of the
bridge.

DESCRIPTION  This concrete tee-beam

bridge carries two lanes
of auto fraffic and two sidewalks. The substruc-
fure is concrete. The area around the creek
bed is heavily overgrown with ground cover
but it still appears accessible. The bridge walls
are two spans long, creating the need for just
one mid post. The end and mid posts are alll
of the same form: they feature pedestal
bases, plain shafts, and two-step caps. The
length of each wall features a simple foot and
a peaked handrail. Each span has 48 vertical
rectangular blind panels with lightly chamfered
edges. This bridge has severe damage. There
are maijor horizontal structural cracks, particu-
larly on the handrails and the some of the end
posts have losses from impact damage.
There is also an average amount of loss from
spawling.

HISTORY

Engineering records
show this bridge as
having been planned

AND OTHER  hawir
SOURCES  {icrto tnose found

on the Akron Drive and Liberty Street Bridges.
There are no known historic photographs of
the bridge that might show such lights, and a
modern visual survey is inconclusive; therefore,
it is not known if the details on the engineering
plans were ever fulfilled, or if the bridge was
simply built without the lights.

This is one of the six unique tee-beam bridges
in Winston-Salem identified by the NCDOT.
Refer to the entry for “Glade Street across
Peters Creek.”

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “Glade Street across
Peters Creek.”
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Broad Street
Across Salem Creek
Built: 1925
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BROAD STREET ACROSS SALEM CREEK ORIGINAL DRAWING
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AT REYNOLDA ROAD
ACROSS PETERS CREEK

NCDOQOT Bridge #: 330427
The 1934 Reynolda

LOCAHON Road Bridge is located
AND §€TT|NG adjacent to the West End

Historic District, immediately north of the fork
between Reynolda Road and West End
Boulevard. Hanes Park lies 1o the bridge’s west
— Peters Creek follows into this green space —
and a short historic commercial block is to its
east. The boundary for the West End Historic
District is just at the south edge of the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  This three-span concrete

bridge carries two lanes
of auto fraffic and two sidewalks over Peters
Creek. Each wall is set on a continuous foot.
The end posts are broader than the mid posts,
but otherwise they look similar: they feature
simple, undecorated shafts capped by flat
tops. The tops on the end posts are raised
slightly higher than the handrail, while those of
the mid posts are the same height as the
handrail. Each span is decorated with eight

Date Plaque:
Peters Creek Bridge
Forsyth County
State Project No. 7471
Built by
North Carolina
State Highway and
Public Works Commission
with Federal Aid
1934

arched, pierced panels with chamfered
edges. There is a dark copper plague on both
ridge walls. This bridge has experienced
some minor spalling and cracking.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

There is no further information about this
ridge. It is not included in the West End
National Reqister Historic District,

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

This is an affractive bridge but due to the
damage and repairs it has received, it may
not be eligible for protection under preserva-
fion statutes and/or ordinances. Further, its
proximity to the West End Historic District may
afford it a level of protection because the
bridge does contribute to the overall atmos-
phere of the area.

Reynolda Road
Across Peters Creek
Built: 1934
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A12. REYNOLDA ROAD
ACROSS SILAS CREEK

NCDOT Bridge #: 330127
This 1939 culvert bridge

LOCAHON is located at a broad,
AND §€TT|NG four-lane area of

Reynolda Road, near its intersection with Wake
Forest Road. To the culvert’'s northeast is Wake
Forest University, and adjacent to Silas Creek's
southeast is the Reynolda National Reqister
Historic District. The western bank of the creek
appears to be on private land. On both sides,
but especially to the west, the substructure has
a dense covering of trees, brush, and other
vegetation. At Reynolda, a sprawling parking
lot actually overpasses the creek. Therefore, it
is possible to stand at the parking lot and look
over o the culvert.

DESCRIPTION  This 1939 form is actually

a culvert. The Oxford
English Dictionary describes the difference
between a bridge and a culvert thusly:

The essential purpose of a bridge . . .
is to carry a road at a desired height
over a river and its channel, a chasm,
or the like; that of a culvert to afford a
passage for a small crossing stream
under the embankment of a railway
or highway, or beneath a road where
the configuration of the surface does
not require a bridge.'

Reynolda Road Across Silas Creek
Built: 1939

In the case of this culvert, there is little evi-
dence of its presence at street level: there are
no sidewalks and only on the east side of the
road is there a small modem black metal
handrail. The substructure is the only indication
of the culvert form. The substructure is con-
crete and is formed as a lovely arched-barrel
fo carry the broad road over the creek. A
dense growth of vegetation makes the culvert
difficult o see in the summer. The culvert is
accessible by fording the river rocks; therefore,
it has become the victim of some vandalism
and graffiti,

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

The NCDOIT Historic Bridge Inventory Report
on this structure refers to it as a 1939 “arch
culvert.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on this survey, it is not recommended
that a high degree of preservation work be
conducted. First, the form is not overly impres-
sive in either an engineering or aesthetic form.
Second, it is in a relatively protected areq, with
the Reynolda National Register Historic District
on the east and seemingly private land on the
west.

'® Oxford English Dictionary. Definition for “Culvert.” Found at http://www.oed.com.
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A13. NORTHWEST BOULENARD
ACROSS PETERS CREEK

NCDOT Bridge #: 330527
The Northwest Boulevard

LOCAHON Bridge, built in 1940, is
AND §€TT|NG located in a heavy

industrial area. The Hanes Dye and Finishing
Company is located just east of the bridge.
The bridge is surrounded by junk yards, former
service stations, and other older commercial
structures. There is an early- to mid-twentieth
century residential neighborhood on Rundell
Street, just north of the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  The concrete bridge

carries two lanes of auto
tfraffic and two sidewalks along a bend in the
roadway. The north bridge wall is three spans
long and the south wall is one. The north wall
has one span close to the roadway that
matches the form of the south wall; the north
wall then jogs back from the road and contin-
ues with two additional, shorter spans. All the
end and mid posts are of the same form. They
are set on pedestals with chamfered edges
and are topped by short, two-step caps. Their
shafts are undecorated. All the spans are set
on a foot and have a handrail formed with a
shallow peak. The longer span on the north

Northwest Boulevard Across Peters Creek
Built: 1940

wall and the full span of the south wall are
decorated with five inscribed horizontal rectan-
gular frames. The north wall’s jogged-back
spans have three such frames. The end posts
and handrails of the bridge walls are badly
damaged from impact. The walls are extreme-
ly dirty and the design appears worn from
severe weathering.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

The NCDQIT Historic Bridge Inventory Report on
this structure refers to it as a 1940 “tee beam
bridge.”

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Compared to the general population

of this survey, there is nothing particularly
distinguishing about this bridge, and it is in
worse repair than most of the others. This
bridge would not be eligible for individual
listing. However, it may lbe a confributing
structure to a group nomination of bridges.
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A14. SOUTH MAIN STREET

ACROSS SOUTH

FORK CREECK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330592
This 1949 concrete

LOCATION  Tnis 1949 concrete
ee-beam bridge is
AND §€TTING located in the southern

portion of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County,.
The setting is somewhat rural, there bbeing only
a concentration of residential structures about
one mile north of the bridge. Immediately
adjacent to the north of the bridge is a
church, its parsonage, and a large parking lot.
There are also some mobile homes along the
western edge of South Fork Creek. Along the
bridge, the creek bed is densely overgrown
with frees and low vegetation.

DESCRIPTION  The South Main Street

Bridge carries two lanes
of auto traffic and no sidewalks. Each bridge
wall is constructed in five spans, all set on a
continuous foot. There are no distinguished
end or mid posts, though the supports on the
outer edges are slightly wider than the rest.
Each span is composed of three short upright
concrete posts laid through by a concrete rail.
The posts rise a few inches above the rail. The
date plagues, one on each wall, are notable
because they are inlaid granite panels.

Damage includes impact losses on the edges.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

The NCDQIT Historic Bridge Inventory Report on
this structure refers to it as a 1949 “tee beam”
bridge.

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Clearly a precursor to today’s NCDOT metall
bridges, the South Main Street Bridge provides
a link between previous bridge forms of cast
concrete and the later metal bridges (which
are also composed of any number of uprights
laid through with a horizontal rail). This bridge
is the only one of its kind in the survey. Further
research and context development are
recommended to determine the possibility

of National Register listing or Local Historic
Landmark designation.
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South Main Street
Across South Fork Creek
Built: 1949
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Date Plaque:
Forsyth County
State Project 7454
1949

51



REYNOLDS PARK ROAD ACROSS SALEM CREEK AELD NOTES

52



A15. REYNOLDS PARK ROAD
ACROSS SALEM CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330086
This 1950 concrete

LOCAHON bridge is located in
AND §€TTING the middle of scenic

Reynolds Park Road, a road with both
mid-century single-family residences and

a fine, large park. This bridge runs over both
Salem Creek and the Salem Creek Greenway.

DESCRIPTION  This bridge carries two

lanes of auto fraffic and
two sidewalks. Sets of stairs on both sides of
the road east of the bridge lead down to the
paved Salem Creek Greenway and Salem
Creek. The bridge walls are three spans long.
Each span is set on a complete foot and has
a handrail with a shallow peak. The mid posts
are all simple, undecorated vertical rectangles
with short, chamfered caps. The end posts
are dramatic and broad, consisting of four
progressively shorter steps. Each step has a
chamfered cap like those found on the mid
posts. The substructure is made of alternating
metal and concrete supports. This bridge is
a twin to the one found about a mile to the
west down Reynolds Park Road that crosses
Brushy Fork Creek (Winston-Salem Bridge Study
#: A.16. and NCDQT Bridge #: 330087). The
bridge is in relatively good condition with just
a few minor losses and some weathering.

The NCDQOT Historic Bridge

B TORY Inventory Report on this
AND OTH€R structure refers to it as a
TOURCES 1950 “steel stringer” bridge.

As mentioned above, it is
identical to the Reynolds Park Road Bridge that
crosses Brushy Fork. While these two bridges
date from 1950, they are similar in their Art
Deco-influenced design that is also found on
the West First Street Bridge that crosses the
Norfolk Southern Railway.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

This is a nicely-styled bridge — though a

late design, it, together with its twin, as well

as the West First Street Bridge, may be worthy
of inclusion in a group nomination to the
National Register or for Local Historic Landmark
designation.
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Reynolds Park Road
Across Salem Creek
Built: 1950

54




Date Plaque:
Forsyth County
State Project
8-9-71-219
1950
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A16. REYNOLDS PARK ROAD
ACROSS BRUSHY FORK CREEK

NCDOQOT Bridge #: 330087
This 1950 concrete

LOCATlON bridge is located within
AND §€TT|NG a quarter mile of the

intersection of Reynolds Park Road and Martin
Luther King Jr. Drive. Between the bridge and
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive is an entfrance to
Winston-Salem State University. Immediately
east of the bridge is Railway Lane, a private,
commercial road. East of the bridge, Reynolds
Park Road is mostly heavily wooded. The
bridge is located just at the point where the
free cover gets thinner; however, there are still
a number of tall trees and low undergrowth
surrounding the creek bed.

DESCRIPTION  This bridge carries two

lanes of auto fraffic and
two sidewalks. The bridge walls are three spans
long. Each span is set on a complete foot and
has a handrail with a shallow peak. The mid
posts are all simple, undecorated vertical rec-
tangles with short, chamfered caps. The end
posts are dramatic and broad, consisting of
four progressively shorter steps. Each step fea-
fures a chamfered cap like those found on the

mid posts. The substructure is made of alter-
nating metal and concrete supports. This
bridge is a twin to the one found about a mile
to the east down Reynolds Park Road that
crosses Salem Creek (Winston-Salem Bridge
Study #: A.15. and NCDOT Bridge #: 330086).
This bridge has suffered some losses on its
ends from impact damage.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

Refer to the entry for “Reynolds Park Road
across Salem Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “Reynolds Park Road
across Salem Creek.”
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Reynolds Park Road
Across Brushy Fork Creek
Built: 1950
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Date Plaque
Forsyth County
State Project
8-9-71-219
1950
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A17. OLD GREENSBORO ROAD
ACROSS BRUSHY FORK CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330330
This 1950 bridge spans

LOCAHON Brushy Fork Creek on a
AND §€TT|NG road that is a fork off

East Fifth Street. East Fifth Street fravels west until
its intersection with Martin Luther King Jr. Drive;
1o the east, East Fifth Street is an exit off
Business 40. This bridge is set off Skyland Park
and a small apartment complex, both to the
north. To the south, there is a thin wooded
areq, the area between Old Greensboro Road
and East Fifth Street. This ridge is within visible
distance of NCDOT Bridge #330331, East Fifth
Street across Brushy Fork Creek, built in 1958
and not included in the survey.

DESCRIPTION  The Old Greensboro

Road Bridge is a two-
span stringer bridge with a simple, common
design. Each bridge wall is set on a continuous
foot. The end and mid posts are of the same
design: plain, nearly square shafts topped by
flat slab caps, which rise slightly higher than
the flat handrail. Each span is divided into
three sections, divided by simplified mid-point
breaks, which look like the end and mid posts,
but do not rise above the height of the
handrail. Each section of each span is deco-
rated with seven pierced, arched panels with
chamfered edges. This bridge is in good repair
but is dirty.

The NCDQIT Historic Bridge

HISTORY e NCDO Hstre i
AND OTH€R structure refers to it as a
gOURceg 1950 “steel stringer” bridge.

Stylistically this bridge resem-
bles the Reynolda Road Bridge across Peters
Creek (Winston-Salem Bridge Study #: A.11.
and NCDOT Bridge #: 330427).

COMMENTSY/ Furiher

research is
RECOMMENDATIONS needed on
this bridge to determine its significance, if any,
particularly in light of its stylistic association with
the 1930s Reynolda Road Bridge.

Old Greensboro Road
Across Brushy Fork Creek
Built: 1950
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A13. PATTERSON AVENUC
ACROSS MILL CREEK

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330333

This culvert is located in

LOCATlON the northwestern corner
AND §€TT|NG of Winston-Salem on a

busy two-lane street that leads 1o a crowded
commercial district on University Parkway.
Patterson Avenue itself has little development
and the culvert is only lightly surrounded by
small, modern commercial developments.
Immediately around the bridge itself, the land

is heavily wooded.
D€§CR|PT|ON This culvert carries two
lanes of traffic across
a fork in Mill Creek. There is no evidence of
the culvert at the street level. The underpinning
is easily seen from the south side of the street.
The road is supported by three parallel
concrete uprights. These uprights all seem
very thin from the side view. The culvert is not
very accessible and therefore has not been
vandalized. It appears in good condition.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

There is no other information available about
this structure.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is not likely that this culvert is eligible for
either the National Register or Local Historic
Landmark designation.

Patterson Avenue Across Mill Creek
Built: 1950
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A19. NORTHWEST BOULENARD

BRIDGES

NCDOQOT Bridge #s: Not Assighed
These three similar

LOCAT'ON? bridges with unknown
AND §€TT|NG§ cong’rruc’rion dates are

all located on or near Northwest Boulevard.
The first example is located immediately north
of Hanes Park. The second and third are locat-
ed within a street of each other, in a residential
area north of Northwest Boulevard's intersection
with University Parkway. The Northwest
Boulevard-Abattoir Street Bridge across Peters
Creek example seems 1o be in the best loca-
fion, in a fairly open street setting, near a park.

DESCRIPTION  Though not identical,

these three bridges are
similar enough to discuss as a unit. They are all
short forms, with the Northwest Boulevard
across Peters Creek example being two spans
long. All are petite in profile and are decorat-
ed with inscribed frames on both the end
posts and lengths. They are in varying states of
repair, with the Northwest Boulevard across
Peters Creek example being in the worst con-
dition: its sidewalk suffers from spawling and
the bridge walls are cracked in several places.
The other two are in good repair, but are in
need of basic cleaning.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

No further information is available conceming
these structures.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

These bridges are simple forms of unknown
origin. The three bridges appear to have a
close design connection with the R.J. Reynolds
High School Pedestrian Tunnel (Winston-Salem
Bridge Study #: E.2.), which is also included in
this survey. Further research and context devel-
opment are needed for National Register or
Local Historic Landmark designation.

A.19.a. Northwest Boulevard Across Peters
Creek Built: Unknown

A.19.b. Northwest Boulevard -
Abattoir Street Across Petfers Creek
Built: Unknown

A.19.c. Underwood Avenue
Across Peters Creek
Built: Unknown
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B.1. SIATEENTH STREET
ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330390
The 1923 Sixteenth Street

LOCAHON Bridge across the Norfolk
AND §€TT|NG Southern Railway (former

Norfolk and Westermn Railway) is located just
west of the Libeny Street revitalization area.
Sixteenth Street is a residential street with sur-
rounding streets 1o the east of similar appear-
ance. Less than fifty yards away, there is a
modern metal NCDOT-made bridge support-
ing Sixteenth Street over US 52.

DESCRIPTION This concrete slab bridge

is dramatic in form and
length. It carries two lanes of auto fraffic and
two sidewalks. The road is steeply bowed over
the railroad line; therefore, the form of the
bridge comes to a peak. The bridge walls are
long and broken into four spans, being divided
by three mid posts. The mid and end posts
are all of similar form. They have no pedestal,
but rest directly on the ground. Each form is a
tall rectangle with a pyramidal cap. Each is
decorated with a rectangular blind panel with
heavily chamfered edges; however, the cen-
fral mid posts on the north wall — located at
the apex of the road’s hill — are decorated with
more of a T-shaped panel. Within this panel is
inscribed "1923,” the date of construction. This
feature is unusual: on all other bridges in this
survey, if a date is present on the wall, it is
inscribed either on a plague or on the outside
of the bridge wall, overlooking the underpass.
The lengths of the bridge walls, divided by the
mid posts, each have a raised foot and slop-
ing handrail. Each section contains 13 arched,
pierced panels with deeply chamfered edges.

The NCDQOIT report calls this

HKTORY “"One of the most common
AND OTHE:R b(r)idge I\/Tges in ’rr:e state
gOURC€§ and nation.” The report

goes on to say that the
bridge “has no unusual or distinctive details,
and it is not an early or aesthetic design in the
state or city context.”””

Although

COMME:NTW currently the
RECOMMENDATIONS NcpoT does

not believe this bridge is eligible for the
National Reqister, at the local level this is a
dramatic, one-of-a-kind bridge, due to its
steep arched form and unigue inscribed date
location. Local Historic Landmark designation is
recommended to protect this unusual bridge,
and National Register eligibility should be
reassessed.

Sixteenth Street
Across Norfolk Southern Railway
Built: 1923

“NCDOT Historic Bridge Inventory Report. "Sixteenth Street across N & W Railroad." Found in the files of the NCDOT,
Raleigh, NC. Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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B.2. AKRON DRNE

ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330229
This long, arching bridge

LOCAHON carries two lanes of auto
AND SETTING  traffic and two sidewalks

over six lanes of the former Norfolk and
Western Railway. To the bridge’s east is busy,
commercial Liberty Street. To the west, Akron
Drive and intersecting Glenn Avenue are
mixed residential and commercial areas. The
railroad lines are set down a deep embank-
ment and from Glenn Avenue, this bridge
seems to rise across a great, wooded ditch.

DESCRIPTION

The 1928 Akron Drive
Bridge is a six-span
concrete bridge most
notable for two features:
its long, dramatic
arched form and its
embedded lampposts.
The bridge walls’ end
posts and central mid
posts are broad, square
shafts topped with flat
slabs. The shafts are
each decorated with

a blind panel. These posts are topped with
obelisk-shaped lampposts. Exposed metal-
filled holes near the top of these posts indicate
where the lighting mechanisms were once
housed. The remaining mid posts are thinner
than the posts supporting lampposts, but are
otherwise the same. The lengths of each span
are decorated with three horizontal, rectangu-
lar blind panels. Each span rests on a raised
foot and has a slightly peaked handrail. The
whole of each bridge wall is set on a continu-
ous foot. The south wall has a wide metal pipe
attached to its base and rests on the sidewalk.
Finally, on the exterior of the north wall, over-
looking the railroad lines, the date of construc-
fion, “1928," is inscribed into the concrete. This
bridge suffers from rust stains, due to exposed
metal, and some spawling. The lampposts are
no longer functional.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

There is no further information available
about this bridge.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

This bridge and the similar Liberty Street Bridge
are two very unusual structures because of
their embedded lampposts. No documenta-
fion was discovered concerning these bridges,
but the use of lampposts was clearly a tech-
nique known to Winston-Salem’s civil engineers
in the 1920s: engineering records recovered
for the Glade Street and Broad Street Bridge
across Peters Creek and the Broad Street
Bridge across Salem Creek show those bridges
as being planned with lampposts, plans which
may or may not have been carried to effect.
Whatever the case, Akron Drive and Liberty
Street are the only known extant bridges in
Winston-Salem with these unique lampposts.
For these striking engineering features, these
two bridges should be eligible as a group for
Local Historic Landmark designation and,
potentially, for the National Register.

Akron Drive
Across Norfolk
Southern Railway
Built: 1928

71



LIBERTY STREET ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY AELD NOTES

72



B.3. LIBERTY STREET
ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

NCDOT Bridge #: 330317

LOCA‘”ON This unusual 1928 H|§TORY

bridge is located on
AND §€TT|NG Liberty Street, an early AND OTH€R S-OURCGS-
commercial roadway leading info downfown There is no further information available
Winston-Salem. This particular area of Liberty about this structure.
Street is densely populated, and the bridge is

abutted by commercial structures. Multiple CO[YI |Y|€N‘|‘§ /
lanes of the Norfolk Southern Railway (former

Southern Railway) run under the bridge. RECOM M€NDAT|ON§

Refer to the entry for "Akron Drive across Norfolk

D€§CR|p‘|‘|ON The Liberty Street Bridge Southern Railway.”

is a four-span concrete
bridge that carries two lanes of auto traffic
and two sidewalks. Each bridge wall is set on
a continuous foot and has a flat handrail. The
north wall has a curved form 1o match a curve
in the street. The end posts are broad, square
forms decorated with square blind panels
and are topped by flat slabs. Resting on top
of these slabs are tall lampposts. These lamp-
posts are tapered shafts with flat tops capped
by shallow metal forms, probably the old
housing for the lighting devices. The mid posts
are basically thinner version of the end posts,
minus the lampposts. Each span is decorated
with three horizontal blind panels. Besides the
lampposts, this is a fairly simple bridge design.
The lampposts are in varying states of decay;
all but one are cracked, their concrete missing
and their interior metal
frames exposed. In
addition, the bridge
walls are suffering from
rising damp. This condi-
fion has contributed to
spawling and rusting.

Liberty Street Across Norfolk Southern Railway
Built: 1928
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B.4. NINTH STREET

ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330376
The Ninth Street Bridge

LOCAHON is located in a compli-
AND §€TT|NG cated area parallel to

Liberty Street. The bridge is bounded by Main
Street, which dead-ends to its west, and
Chestnut Street, which runs fo its east. This area
was probably better connected to downtown
Winston-Salem at some point, but because of
changes in the driving landscape, Ninth Street
is now separate from that part of the city. The
bridge runs over multiple lanes of the Norfolk
Southemn Railway (former Southern Railway).
There is a fine view of the bridge from an
abutting parking lof.

D€§CR|PT|ON This very attractive three-

span bridge carries two
lanes of traffic and two sidewalks across the
Norfolk Southern Railway. The bridge walls are
three spans long and each has a fine curved
form. The end posts are the most dramatic
feature. Art Deco in style — thus, similar to the
bridges found on Reynolds Park Road (Winston-
Salem Bridge Study #s: A.15./16. and NCDOT
Bridge #s: 330086/330087) and West First
Street (Winston-Salem Bridge Study #s: B.6. and
NCDOT Bridge #s: 330296) — these end posts
are composed of a main block, closest to the
bridge span and a tapered secondary block
beside it. The main
block is slightly higher
than the rest of the
bridge. It is a square
form decorated on
the shaft with three
parallel, vertical lines
and topped with a
three-step cap. The
secondary block has
Forsyth County the same decoration
State PijeCT No. 7440 as the primqry block
Built by but is shorter. This sec-

North Carolina :
’ ondary block is also
stare Highway and set on a shallow

Public Works Commission
with Federal Aid pedestal. The three
1936.

Date Plaque:
Ninth Street Bridge

spans of the bridge are set on a continuous
pedestal. The mid posts are plain “T* forms,
with undecorated rectangular shafts and sin-
gle-step caps rising no higher than the flat
handrail. Each span is decorated with arched,
pierced panels of varying numbers. This bridge
is in good condition, but is increasingly over-
grown with creeping foliage which will cause
damage in due time.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

There is no information available besides that
which was found on the date plagues.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

This is a truly unique structure in Winston-Salem,
despite the similar Art Deco-influence it shares
with the three other named bridges. The dro-
matic curve in the bridge walls, as well as ifs
overall setting, makes it a striking structure.
Based on its visual appeal, this bridge is worthy
of inclusion on the National Register and for
Local Historic Landmark designation.

Ninth Street
Across Norfolk Southern Railway
Built: 1936
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B.5. SPRAGUE STREET ACROSS
WINSTON-SALEM SOUTHBOUND RAILWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330134
Most of Sprague Street

LOCAHON is a residential areq, but
AND SETTING  this 1936 bridge is near

the bustling commercial intersection of
Sprague Street and Old Lexingfon Road.
Nearby, there is an off-ramp and overpass for
US 52, adding to the perceived level of traffic.
In addition, multiple train lines run under the
bridge. The bridge also seems to receive a
good dedal of foot traffic.

DESCRIPTION  T™e Sprague Street

Bridge carries two lanes
of auto traffic and a sidewalk on each side.
This ridge is most notable for its dramatic
bridge walls, which are a

lovely combination of
concrete and wrought
metal. Each wall is eight
spans long, with the two
end spans on both sides
being made of concrete

and the four middle
spans of metal. The con-
crete spans have plain
rectangular end and
mid posts, all with the
same pyramidal caps.
There is no highly distin-
guished foot or handrail; instead, each span’s
ten pierced, arched panels are set as a group
within a sort of recessed frame. These con-
crete spans jog back farther from the sidewalk
than the metal ones by a very short concrete
connector with just one pierced arch panel.

The metal spans also have concrete mid
posts, the same as those found on the con-
crete spans. The metal spans are raised from
the street by short metal feet. The spans are
composed of two parallel metal pipes, one as
a fooft rail and the other as a handrail. These

pipes are separated by vertical wrought metal
forms, essentially the “panels” in the spans.
They consist of two parallel vertical bars
enclosing a flat metal stretcher at the bottfom
and a similar arched-form at the top. There
are varying numbers of these panels in each
span. The underpinning of the bridge is very
fall to accommodate the trains, and the
retaining walls appear to be concrete blocks
covered in a concrete wash. Minor damage,
such as rusting on the exposed metal, has
been sustained by the bridge. The retaining
walls have a few fractures, and the bridge
walls and sidewalks have some impact
damage.

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

There was no additional information found
about this bridge. It does not have a visible
maker’s plague or a date plague.

COMMENTSY/
RECOMMENDATIONS

The NCDOT report recommends that further
research lbe conducted on this bridge to
clarify its history and significance. For the
purposes of this survey, the Sprague Street
Bridge is one-of-a-kind with its unusual mixture
of concrete and metal spans. In addition,
these spans are executed in a stylish manner
indicative of a high level of craftsmanship. This
survey recommends this bridge for, at the very
least, Local Historic Landmark designation.

Sprague Street
Across Winston-Salem Southbound Railway

Built: 1936
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B.6. WEST FIRST STREET
ACROSS NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330296
The 1939 West First Street

LOCATION e |
ridge over multiple
AND §€TT|NG railroad lanes (former

Southern Railway) is located within a neighlbor-
hood of mixed single-family and apartment
dwellings. The road seems to carry a moder-
ate amount of traffic. There is a nice covering
of trees and vegetation on either side of the
railroad lines that abut the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  The concrete West First

Street Bridge carries two
lanes of auto fraffic and two sidewalks. It is
three spans long, with the span in the middle
being shorter than the other two. Each bridge
wall is set on a continuous foot. The walls have
elaborate end posts; the inner part is broad
and features a thin blind-arched panel. On
the outer side of the posts are three succes-
sively shorter, thinner steps with no decoration.
All the steps have small caps with chamfered
edges. On these longer spans are also elabo-
rate mid posts, which are similar to the end
posts,except these get taller in the middle until
they meet at a broad undecorated center
pedestal. These mid posts are the most
dramatic features on the bridge walls. The
regular, more common mid posts are simple
with no steps and feature one thin blind-
arched panel each. Each span has multiple
groups of pierced arched panels, varying in
number per group. The walls are very long. This
bridge has suffered from a common amount
of wear and damage.

The NCDOQOIT report calls

HKTORY is bori "a late example
AND OTHE:R g}‘lzgreldgfe‘rhle Is’rcTJ’re’s mq?’rl
gOURCE:g common bridge types in

widespread use from the
1910s to the 1950s.” This bridge form is appar-
ently found in abundance across the state.®
Refer to the entry for “Reynolds Park Road
across Salem Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “Reynolds Park Road
across Salem Creek.”

Date Plaque:
Overhead Bridge
Forsyth County
State Project 7411
Built with
Federal Aid
1939

®NCDOT Historic Bridge Inventory Report. "West First Street across Southern Railway." Found in the files of the NCDOT,
Raleigh, NC. Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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C1. NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY
ACROSS TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET #1

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330338
This 1927 railroad

LOCAHON overpass of the Norfolk
AND §€TT|NG Southern Railway (former

Norfolk and Westermn Railway) is located west of
revitalized Liberty Street. It is also directly beside
and parallel to a former Southern Railway line
(Winston-Salem Bridge Study #: C.2. and
NCDOT Bridge #: 330334). Immediately west
of the two overpasses is a fork in the road:
Twenty-Eighth Street continues west and
Indiana Avenue goes north. The bridges are
surrounded to the east by busy Liberty Street
fraffic and to the west by light commercial
buildings, single-family residential structures,
schools, and a small green space.

DESCRIPTION  This Norfolk Southerm

Bridge overpasses
Twenty-Eighth Street. It is supported by a con-
crete retaining wall, which is separated by a
sidewalk from metal support posts. These are
formed by crossed I-beams and are set in a
concrete foot. The rail itself is carried on an *I”
beam substructure that stretches across
Twenty-Eighth Street. Wooden beams lie under-
neath the actual rails. Also, there seems 1o be
a wooden “handrail” on the west side of the
bridge. In addition, there are two obelisks, one
on each side, located at the rail level, at the
top of the retaining walls. These objects are
also of unknown function, but are clearly relat-
ed fo this rail line. The date is engraved on
both retaining walls — *1927.” The bridge suffers
from some damage, particularly to the retain-
ing wall, which is badly cracked and leeching.

HISTORY The NCDOT Historic Bridge
Inventory Reports misdate

AND OTHER s bridge, giving its date
SOURCES as 1930. Based on the

information gathered from
the engraving on the retaining walls, it is more
likely that the bridge was constructed in 1927.

It should be noted that there is a photograph
of this bridge, included in the paper files of this
report, which was found in the Forsyth County
Public Library’s Photography Collection.

This railroad

COMMENTS/ T koo
RECOMMENDATIONS not be

National Register-eligible. All the known railroad
bridges in Winston-Salem seem to be unique
when compared to each other, even when
the rails were laid by the same company.
However, the bridges are unlikely to be original
forms or structurally unigue to Winston-Salem

or to the individual rail companies. Perhaps the
only designation that could be given to this
ridge would be Local Historic Landmark
designation as part of a group application.

Norfolk Southern Railway
Across Twenty-Eighth Street #1
Built: 1927
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C2. NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY
ACROSS TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET #9Q

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330334
Refer to the entry for

LOCAHON *Norfolk Southern Railway
AND SETTING  across Twenty-Eighth

Street #1.”

DESCRIPTION  This Norfolk Southemn

Railway Bridge (former
Southern Railway) overpasses Twenty-Eighth
Street. It is supported by earthen embank-
ments on each side. There are metal |-beam
support posts, which are partially embedded
in the embankments. A sidewalk separates
these supports from the overpass’ dramatic
concrete pillars, located just against the two
auto lanes. These concrete pillars are rounded
forms with matching concrete caps. They
support the bridge as it passes over the auto
lanes. Here, the bridge structure deepens.
The bridge itself is a riveted metal form and
the broadening over the street probably gives
added support for a train’s weight over the
greater span.

There are small metal date plagues on both
sides of the bridge which are visible from
Twenty-Eighth Street. Unfortunately, the plaques
are badly rusted and so high on the bridge as
1o be out of view. They seem 1o read “Southern
Railway” followed by “Roanoke, Virginia.” The
engineer’s name or construction firm may also
be listed. In addition, the bottom line of the
plaques has the date of construction. It might
read "1928,” which would contest the NCDOT's

listed date of 1930. As the NCDOT was
incorrect about the date for the Norfolk
Southern Bridge across Twenty-Eighth Street #1
(Winston-Salem Bridge Study #: C.1. and
NCDOT Bridge #: 330338), it is possible that it
misidentified this bridge as well.

The bridge is rusty and the metal generally

appears worn. There is also some minor graffiti

damage. The sidewalk is in a state of disrepair.
The date of this bridge

ngTORV may be in dispute, but
AND OTHER certainly it is @ near
SOURCES ~ contemporary fo the

neighboring Norfolk
Southern Railway #1 overpass. In addition,
there is a photograph of this bridge, included
in the paper files of this report, which was
found in the Forsyth County Public Library’s
Photography Collection.

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for *"Norfolk Southern Railway
across Twenty-Eighth Street #1.”

Norfolk Southern Railway
Across Twenty-Eighth Street #2
Built: 1930
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C.3. NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY
ACROSS NORTHWEST BOULENARD

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330306
This 1940 elevated

LOCAHON rail line for the Norfolk
AND §€TT|NG Southern Railway

(former Southermn Railway) runs near the
intersection of Northwest Boulevard and
Thurmond Street-Broad Street. The intersection
is busy, but relatively unpopulated with only a
gas stafion located on one corner. Surrounding
the intersection are small commercial and
early industrial structures.

DESCRIPTION  This metal and concrete

structure is supported by
concrete embankment walls and two con-
crete support legs on either side of the road.
These massive concrete supports are each
composed of three vertical rectangular legs
placed side-by-side and capped by a com-
mon concrete lintel. The rail line itself is
enclosed by tall walls made of riveted metal
sheets where it passed over the streets. The
corners of these walls are curved.

The NCDOT Bridge

H|§TORV Inspection Report asserts
AND OTHER that this bridge is “owned
gOURCE:g and maintained by the

Railroad.”?' There is no
further information available conceming this
ridge. There is no maker’s plaque or date
plague. There is no NCDQOT Historic Bridge
Inventory Report available.

Based on the

COMME:NTW fact that this
RECOM M€NDAT|ON§ bridge is

owned and operated by the Norfolk Southern
Railway, it would be up to that company to
decide whether or not to have this bridge
preserved.

Norfolk Southern Railway
Across Northwest Boulevard
Built: 1940

“NCDOT Bridge Inspection Report. "Southern Railway over Northwest Boulevard." Found in the files of the NCDOT,
Raleigh, NC. Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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C.4. NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY
ACROSS REYNOLDA ROAD

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330172
This elevated railroad

LOCAHON bridge (former Southern
AND §€TT|NG Railway) is set just north

of Hanes Park. Beside the park, the area south
of the bridge is a small commercial block.
North of the bridge, the land becomes more
wooded and residential; the Childrens’ Home
lies directly to the north.

DESCRIPTION  This 1950 rail line runs

over two lanes of auto
fraffic and two sidewalks. [t is supported by a
concrete retaining wall on each side and by
shaped concrete legs. Standing on the side-
walk, the support legs are noticeably rounded
at the shoulders, both at the top where the
walls protect the rail line and undermeath,
where the legs are separated from the retain-
ing walls o allow the passage of the sidewalks.
The stretch of the bridge that passes over the
auto lanes is composed of riveted metal
sheets. Damage to the bridge includes some
minor rusting of the metal and blanching of
the concrete, particularly on the retaining
walls. The concrete legs have suffered losses
due fo impact. The underpinning of the bridge
has also suffered damage due to impact from

high vehicles; this bridge runs very low over

Reynolda Road.
The NCDOT Bridge

H|§TORV Inspection Report asserts
AND OTH€R that this bridge is “owned
?OURC€§ and maintained by the

Railroad.”? There is no
further information available conceming this
bridge. There is no maker’s plaque or date
plague. There is no NCDQOT Historic Bridge
Inventory Report available.

Based on the

COMMEHTW fact that this
RECOM M€NDAT|ON§ bridge is

owned and operated by the Norfolk Southern
Railway, it would be up to that company to
decide whether or not to have this bridge
preserved. However, the form is fairly common
and does not appear to set any sort of tech-
nological or structural standard. In addition,
there does not appear to be enough continu-
ity in the surrounding neighlborhood to consider
this bridge as a potential contributing structure
fo a historic district.

Norfolk Southern Railway
Across Reynolda Road
Built: 1950

2NCDOT Bridge Inspection Report. "Southern Railway over Northwest Boulevard.” Found in the files of the NCDOT,
Raleigh, NC. Copies held in the files for this report, located at the City-County Planning Board.
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D1 NINE STREET

ACROSS €AST FIFTH STREET

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330386
The 1923 Vine Street

LOCAHON Bridge across East Fifth
AND §€TT|NG Street, the only road-

across-road structure in the survey collection, is
in the heart of the old fobacco manufacturing
district. The R.J. Reynolds factory complex
looms over the east side of the bridge. Parking
lots and smaller buildings fill in the rest of the
landscape around the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  This concrete tee-beam

bridge carries two lanes
of auto fraffic and a sidewalk on each side.
The substructure of the road is simple, as is
common for tee-beams. The bridge walls are
long, single spans. Slightly curved, the bridge
forms follow a slight raised bow in the road.
The end posts have pedestal bases and sim-
ple double tops. The lengths of the walls rest
on a foot, slightly chamfered at the edge
and feature flat handrails. Decorated with 43

vertical rectangular blind panels, the parapet
has slightly chamfered edges. The panels are
noficeably uneven in size and several appear
1o be crooked. The walls appear weathered.
There is some minor spawling and a few
breaks in the bridge wall. The sidewalks are
also broken in spots,

HISTORY
AND OTHER SOURCES

This is one of the six unique tee-beam bridges
in Winston-Salem identified by the NCDOT.
Refer to the entry for “"Glade Street across
Peters Creek.”

COMMENTS/
RECOMMENDATIONS

Refer to the entry for “"Glade Street
across Peters Creek.”

Vine Street
Across East Fifth Street
Built: 1923
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€1 HALED STREET ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY

NCDOQT Bridge #: 330388
The 1930 Haled Street

LOCATION ~ The 1%
ridge is located
AND gETﬂNG between the Washington

Park and Centerville Historic Districts. The bridge
is bordered on the north by the North Carolina
School of the Arts (NCSA). Otherwise, it is
surrounded by mid-twentieth century single-
family residences, small contemporary
apartment buildings, and a new, sprawling
NCSA apartment complex, which is located
just south of the bridge.

DESCRIPTION  This concrete tunnel

bridge carries two lanes
of auto fraffic and one sidewalk on the north
side. Formerly, the bridge carried the road over
the Winston-Salem Southbound Railway line.
The substructure, though converted 1o a
pedestrian walkway, still speaks to this past
usage: it is a tall, concrete barreled-arch form
and its roadbed formerly directed trains into
the industrial downtown area. The walls them-
selves are four spans long, with one end span
of each wall sharply jogged back from the
street at a roughly forty-five degree angle.
Each wall has no foot but rests directly on the
ground. The end and mid posts are of the
same form:; thin, undecorated shafts with one-
step caps raised slightly higher than the rest of
the length. There is no distinguished handrail;
instead, each span has a single large, horizon-
tal rectangular blind panel with heavily cham-
fered edges. This chamfering gives the impres-
sion of a handrail.

The bridge is badly damaged by graffiti, both
at the street level and at the walkway level.
Presumably, the graffiti on the walkway is per-
mitted by NCSA, since is it most prominent on
the campus’ side of the walkway. The south
bridge wall also has a modern black chain-link
fence drilled into and attached to its top. That
side of the bridge is further obscured by a
dense growth of ivy. The walls are also some-
what broken, possibly from impact, and some
of the interior metal is exposed.

The NCDQOT Historic Bridge

H|§TORV Inventory Report reveals
AND OTHE:R that a spur line of the
S-OURCE:S- Winston-Salem Southbound

Railway used to pass under
Haled Street aft this point, thus creating the
need for a tunnel. The spur led directly into
downtown and could ship goods manufac-
fured in the city out 1o other markets. The
NCDOT reports go on to say that this bridge “is
a short and late example of its type with no
technologically significant details or features.”
The NCDOT

COMMENTS/ e NCD
RECOM M€NDAT|ON§ deem this

ridge eligible for inclusion on the National
Register. However, while the Haled Street Bridge
is somewhat altered, it is the only tunnel bridge
identified in the survey. Further research

and context development are needed for
National Register or Local Historic Landmark
designation.

Haled Sfreet Across N.C. School of the Arts
Pedestrian Walkway (Winsfon-Salem
Southbound Railway Bed)

Built: 1930
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€. NORTHWEST BOULENARD ACROSS
RJ. REYNOLDS HIGH SCHOOL PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned
This underpass connects

LOCAHON the two portions of the
AND SETTING  R.J. Reynolds High

School campus, which sits on either side of
Northwest Boulevard. The school (gymnasium)
is located partially in Hanes Park, which is to
the south of the road. Northwest Boulevard is
a busy two-lane road leading from West First
Street towards US 52,

DESCRIPTION  Short, small bridge walls

indicate the point at
which Northwest Boulevard crosses over the
Reynolds High School tunnel, linking the main
academic buildings to the north with the
athletic buildings to the south. The bridge walls
are one span each and are set on a continu-

ous foot. The end posts are thin forms decorat-

ed on their shafts with rectangular inscrioed
frames and topped with a two-step cap. The
lengths of each wall have similar inscribed
frame decorations. These bridge walls show
evidence of past repairs.

Northwest Boulevard

Across R.J. Reynolds High School
Pedestrian Tunnel

Built: Unknown

This portion of Reynolds

ngTORV High School was not
AND OTHER included in the campus’
g OURC€§ nomination to the National

Register. Presumably, the
underpass is fairly contemporary to the rest of
the high school, but this is uncertain.

This underpass

COMMENTS/ Inis undio
RECOMMENDATIONS eligible for

the National Register if the boundaries of the
R.J. Reynolds High School homination were
expanded to include it. That said, this action
is recommended.
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1. OLD SALEM HERITAGE BRIDGE
ACROSS OLD SALEM ROAD

NCDOT Bridge #: 330600

LOCATION This modem footbridge

is located in Old Salem.
AND §€TTING It spans Old Salem Road
and allows Old Salem visitors 1o walk from the
Visitor Center to Old Salem Museums and
Gardens.

DESCRIPTION  The Old Salem

Heritage Bridge is made
in imitation of nineteenth and early-twentieth
century covered bridges, a number of which
formerly existed in this area of North Carolina.
The bridge has a lovely arched form, most
visible from Old Salem Road. It is made of
large wooden beams bolted together. The
floor is of similar wooden plank boards. The
exterior of the wall beams are covered with
sheets of plexiglass. The whole form is topped
with a copper gabled roof. At either end of
the bridge, a small plaque reading “1998" is
located in the gable.

HISTORY More information about

this bridge can be found

AND OTHER through Old Salem, Inc.
gOURCE:g The Old Salem Heritage
Bridge represents the
application of fraditional building materials
and technology to modern use. It serves as
the primary pedestrian link between the

modern Visitor Center and the historic buildings
and landscapes of Salem.,

COMMENTS/ Although this

bridge is, as
RECOMMENDATIONS vet, far too
young 1o be considered for historic designa-
fion, it is of singular design and is located in
the Old Salem Historic District. It is requlated by
local preservation ordinances.

Old Salem Heritage Bridge
Across Old Salem Road
Built: 1998
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G1A. HANES PARK FOOTBRIDGE
NEAR NORTHWEST BOULENARD

NCDOT Bridge #: Not Assigned

LOCAHON is located in Hanes Park
AND §€TTING near the intersection of

Northwest Boulevard and Reynolda Road.
The bridge is flanked by ball fields and a small
seating area. Across Reynolda Road is an
early-twentieth century commercial block.

This short, one-span

D€§CR|PT|ON footbridge crosses

Hanes Park Branch, near Peters Creek. The
ridge is concrete and looks like a miniature
version of many of the street bridges in
Winston-Salem. Each bridge wall is set on

a continuous foot. The thin end posts are
decorated on all exposed sides of their shafts
with rectangular blind panels. They are topped
with a two-step cap. The lengths of each span
are decorated with three horizontal rectangu-
lar blind panels. The lengths are topped with
slightly peaked handrails. The thin walking path
created by the bridge is concrete covered
with sand.

This ca. 1920s footbridge

There are few sources

H|§TORV concerning this bridge
AND OTH€R A description of Honesl Park
?OURC€§ is included in the National

Register nomination for the
West End Historic District. This description, as
well as a dedication plague at the main
entrance of the park, dates the area to 1919,
This park bridge, therefore, is probably from
about that time. In addition, the bridge looks
very similar to street bridges built by the city of
Winston-Salem during the 1920s. All together,
these facts lead to the conclusion that the
bridge was probably built in the late 1910s or

the 1920s.
This bridge

COMME:NTW is located
RECOM M€NDAT|ON§ just west

(and outside) of the West End Historic District
boundary. Further research and context
development are needed for National Register
or Local Historic Landmark designation.

Hanes Park Footbridge
Near Northwest Boulevard
Built: ca. 1920



G.1B. HANES PARK FOOTBRIDGE

NEAR GLADE STREET

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned

LOCATION s
ootbridge crosses
AND §€TTING Peters Creek in Hanes

Park near the intersection of Glade Street and
Hawthorne Road. The bridge is most readily
approached by a walking path that leads
down from Glade Street. The bridge lies out-
side the West End Historic District boundary to
the west, within sight of the Glade Street Bridge
across Peters Creek and near the Calvin H.
Wiley Middle School complex.

This footbridge is made

D€§CR|PT|ON of “rubble” stone set in

mortar. The stones have a consistent brownish
fo gray tint to them. The bridge walls, which
are uneven in length, are slightly arched.
They have a conical shape on either end that
imitate end posts. The walking path of the
bridge is paved and covered with packed
dirt. The walls are built all the way down into
the creek bed, leaving the creek to pass
through a thin, round point under the bridge;
this passage is maintained by a metal pipe
which is embedded info the bridge wall. The
bridge has clearly undergone various repairs.

This ca. 1920s stone

The mortar is badly patched in some places,
as if no aftempt was made to match the color
of repair mortar with that of the original.

There are few sources

H|§TORV concerming this bridge
AND OTH€R A description of Hones.
?OURC€§ Park is included in the

National Register
nomination for the West End Historic District.
This description, as well as a dedication
plague at the main entrance of the park,
dates the area to 1919. This bridge resembles
the entrance gate, being that the two are
made of similar rubble stone materials. It is
logical to conclude that this bridge was made
about the same time as the rest of the park,
dating it to ca. 1920s.

This bridge is

COMMENTW located just
RECOMMENDATIONS west (and out-

side) of the West End Historic District boundary.
Further research and context development are
needed for National Register or Local Historic
Landmark designation.

Hanes Park Footbridge
Near Glade Street
Built: ca. 1920
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G1.C. HANES PARK FOOTBRIDGE
NEAR CLONER STREET

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned
This footbridge is

LOCATlON located just off the main
AND gETﬂNG entrance of Hanes Park,

in the heart of the West End Historic District, just
off West End Boulevard. It is surrounded by
fennis courts, a paved running track, and small
open green spaces. The paths leading up to
the bridge are gravel.

DESCRIPTION  This footbridge is metal

and stone. The span,
crossing a thin point of Peters Creek, is a pre-
fabricated metal form. The metal is painted
green and the walls are composed of cross-
hatched metal strips. The handrail is an arched
metal bar. The floor of the bridge is concrete,
possibly moderm. The end posts of the bridge
are square shafts made of “rubble” stone.
From the front side of each shaft projects a
short curved rubble stone wall, gradually
lowering until they come to a second short
square shaft,

There are few sources

H|§TORV conceming this bridge
AND OTH€R A description of Hones. Park
§OUI2C€§ is included in the National

Register nomination for the
West End Historic District. This description, as
well as a dedication plague at the main
entrance of the park, which is immediately
in front of this bridge, dates the area to 1919.
The stone end posts are too much like the
enfrance gate noft to be its contemporary.
However, the prefabricated metal span may
be slightly newer. The concrete walking path
across the bridge is certainly a recent addition.
This bridge

COMM€NT§/ appears to be
RECOMMENDATIONS in apart of

Hanes Park already included on the National
Register as a part of the West End Historic
District.

Hanes Park Footbridge
Near Clover Street
Built: ca. 1934
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G.2. WASHINGTON PARK FOOTBRIDGE

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned

LOCATION This bridge is located

in Washington Park,
AND §€TTING which is a contriouting
element of the Washington Park National
Register Historic District. Paved walking paths
lead to and from the bridge carrying
pedestrians over a creek bed.

DESCRIPTION  ne Washington Park

Bridge resembles other
footbridges in Winston-Salem consisting of low,
arched "“rubble” stone walls set in heavy mortar
and resting on granite piers. The bridge walls
are higher than other stone bridges, being
around four feet high in the center. The walk-
way consists of modermn concrete. Throughout
the park, benches, retaining walls, and steps
all consist of the same design and style as the
bridge.

HISTORY The residential

neighlborhood

AND OTHGR of Washington Park

dates to 1892 and is
gOURceg a National Register Historic
District. A plaque located at one of the east
entrances to the park dates the contributing

site to 1928. Many other park structures date
from the 1930s.

COMMENTS/ The biidge

lies within
RECOMMENDATIONS the original
seventeen-acres of Washington Park site, and
although the bridge is not mentioned specifi-
cally, the Park is a contributing element listed
in the Washington Park National Register
nomination.

Washington Park Footbridge
Built: ca. 1928

Park Date Plaque:
Erected By

Old North

State

(illegible)

Feb. 20 1928
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G.3. LIBERIA STREET FOOTBRIDGE

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned
This metal fruss

LOCATION o ru
AND SETTING  aion crossos

Salem Creek, is located at the southern
edge of Central Park, just where it comes
fo meet the African-American neighbor-
hood of Happy Hill. Liberia Street is the
vehicular street that runs closest to the
bridge. The bridge runs high over a point
in Salem Creek that is too wide and deep
to ford safely by foot. The creek and the
bridge are surrounded by a thick stand

of tfrees.

Liberia Street Footbridge

DESCRIPTION  This metal fruss

bridge is a
prefabricated form. Like all truss bridges,
the bridge walls provide the tension and
support for the form. The walls are formed by
a series of inferlocking triangles, composed of
crossed metal beams that are welded and
bolted together. The walls are about 64" or 7’
high. The walls are flat on top, formed by a
metal beam; at either end, the walls slope
down to floor of the bridge. The floor of the
bridge is also metal. The whole form is painted

green.
A description of this bridge

H|§TORV is included in a survey
AND OTH€R repoﬁ conce'rning African-
gOURCE:g American neighborhoods

of Winston-Salem, a copy
of which is held in the City-County Planning
Board office. That report relates a bit of oral
history concerning this ridge. In the story,
many neighbors of Happy Hill worked at Salem
College and Salem Academy; in order to get
to work, they would have to ford Salem Creek
by foot. At some point in the mid-1930s, a
woman on her way to work fell in the creek,
thus injuring herself and prompting the
community to demand construction of a
footridge. The survey provides no further
evidence conceming this bridge and does
not provide a date for its construction.
However, while conducting the research for this
project, a record for construction of this bridge
was found in the Winston-Salem Board of
Aldermen Minute Books, in 1936. Indeed,

Built: ca. 1936

a request for the bridge’s construction was
placed with the Aldermen by a representative
of the Happy Hill neighborhood.

COMMENTS/ mel
RECOMMENDATIONS Footoridge is

historically significant to the Salem and Happy
Hill commmunities. Further research and context
development are needed for National Register
or Local Historic Landmark designation.

The Liberia
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G.4. MILLER PARK FOOTBRIDGES

NCDOQT Bridge #: Not Assigned
Miller Park is located

LOCATION !
just south of busy
AND gETﬂNG Stratford Road and

Business 40 in Ardmore, an early- to mid-
twentieth century residential neighlborhood
listed on the National Register. Three pedestrian
bridges are scattered throughout the Park,
passing over a low, dry creek bed, which only
fills after heavy rains.

DESCRIPTION  These bridges are dll

of the same form: low,
arched “rubble” stone walls set in heavy
mortar. The bridge walls are noticeably low,
being probably no higher than three feet at
the pitch of their arched forms. They are flat on
top and there are no distinguished handrails or
end posts. The floors of the bridges are packed
dirt. All the bridges seem in good repair.

A description of Miller Park

HISTORY
held in the files at the City-
el

bridges were built in 1942
by a government agency.

These bridges

COMM€NT§/ are nice forms
RECOMMENDATIONS and as they

are located in Miller Park, are contributing
elements of the Ardmore National Register
Historic District.

Miller Park Footbridge
Built: ca. 1942
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