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On October 16 & 17, 2007, the

City-County Planning Board

(CCPB) and the Community

Appearance Commission (CAC)

hosted two events featuring Ed

McMahon, a senior resident fel-

low at the Urban Land Institute

and nationally renowned authori-

ty on sustainable development,

land conservation and urban

design. 

The Urban Land Institute is the

premier resource organization to

developers and real estate inter-

ests concerning best practices in

building communities. 

One event hosted by the CCPB

featuring Mr. McMahon was the

Legacy Reunion on October 17,

2007. The Reunion reconvened

many of the original citizens,

businesses, and civic volunteers

involved in the writing and adop-

tion of the Legacy Comprehen-
sive Plan, along with developers,

home builders and local business

leaders. The meeting also served

as a celebration of the 60th

anniversary of the City-County

Planning Board, the first joint

city-county planning organization

in North Carolina. This event also

marked National Community

Planning Month. 

During his presentation,

McMahon encouraged a variety

of mixed-use development within

the same neighborhoods. He

advocated personal touches that

distinguish communities such as

a sculpture of a famous resident,

a Georgia community's water

tower painted to resemble a

peach, or the Kisses streetlights

of Hershey. Manifest stories 

of your community in the land-

scape was his strongest message. 

McMahon urged government 

officials to conduct inventories 

of community assets, then create 

a vision for investing in and

enhancing those assets. He con-

tinued to say cities should resist 

or reshape projects that detract

from the future vision of the com-

munity. “Why would anyone

invest in a community that won't

invest in itself?” McMahon asked.

“You can grow without destroying

the things people love.” Residents 

and visitors alike look for and

appreciate the unique features 

of a community. 

McMahon called sprawling devel-

opment since World War II (with

look-alike homes and commercial

structures farther from town cen-

ters) as something that is giving

way to a return to traditional town

values. Strip retail is a dying

trend, he said. The future belongs

to town centers and Main Streets.

“Mr. McMahon was extremely

insightful and thought provoking.

We were fortunate to bring him to

Winston-Salem,” said Paul Norby,

Director of the Planning Depart-

ment. 

The CCPB and the CAC will be

conducting a follow-up 

of McMahon’s presentations with

future activites. McMahon’s pres-

entation on October 16 was video

taped and will be replayed on

TV13 beginning in November.

Ed McMahon Encourages Unique Communities 

Ed McMahon, keynote speaker.



The Community Appearance Commission held its biennial award 

program on October 16, 2007, at the Anderson Center on the campus of

Winston-Salem State University. The awards program honored 14 projects for

their outstanding efforts in community beautification and excellence in design. 

Ed McMahon, an attorney, community planner, lecturer, author and expert on

the topics of sustainable development, land conservation, urban design and his-

toric preservation, served as the keynote speaker at the event. 

His presentation topic of Dollars and Sense left the attendees contemplative

and inspired. When asked what they thought of the presentation, one attendee

stated, “He really made me think about how a building relates to its surround-

ings and neighbors; and that it is crucial to create an active streetscape to foster

a sense of community.” 

City Council Award: Evergreen

Cemetery. The City Council Award

recognized outstanding work to

enhance the visual appearance of the

cemetery. 

Mayor’s Award: Piedmont Triad

Research Park, Biotechnology

Research Building A1. This award

was given for the commitment to 

cultivating a research facility of

beauty and distinction through an

innovative building design. 

County Commissioners’ Award:

Forsyth County Animal Control. This

award was given for their dedication

to create a new building that compli-

ments the use of the facility.   

Community Appearance Commission 

Awards Outstanding Achievement in 2007 

Benjamin Forsyth Award: 803

Gales Avenue and the Central Family

YMCA.  These awards honored the

efforts to create an outstanding land-

scape that enriches the quality of life

in Winston-Salem.

Flora Ann Bynum Award: Hanes

Community Center at 601 Coliseum

Drive, and the Single Brothers’

Garden at Old Salem, for their work

to protect, preserve and/or conserve

trees and/or landscapes.

George Black Award: David Lusk.

The George Black Award recognizes

an artisan or craftsman whose quality

workmanship in his/her chosen field

has made a significant contribution to

the betterment of our community’s

appearance.

Classic: Reynolda House. This

award recognizes landmark build-

ings, developments and landscapes of

enduring value and quality that have

become symbols of our community.

Community Appearance

Commission Award: Keep Winston-

Salem Beautiful. This award recog-

nizes visionary leadership and exem-

plary services in Winston-Salem over

an extended period of time in the

pursuit of high quality community

appearance.

Want more information? 

Contact the City-County 

Planning Board Office 

Bryce A. Stuart Municipal Building

100 East First Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101

Telephone:  336-727-2087

Fax:  336-748-3163  

Web site:  www.cityofws.org/planning

The City-County Planning newsletter 

is produced and written 

by Planning staff 

in order to spread the word 

on the variety 

of things that we do 

and all the people we work with. 

If you have comments or questions, 

please contact us by phone 

or by email, 

GLYNISJ@cityofws.org

Count Zinzendorf Award: Mellow

Mushroom and Mock Orange Bikes.

This award is given to projects that

contribute to the attractiveness and

enjoyment of the Winston-Salem

area.

AIA of Winston Salem Award: 5ive

& 4orty Art Gallery. This award is

selected by the AIA of Winston-

Salem for architectural excellence.

Joseph Winston Award: Ogburn

Properties. This award is for the 

collective effort at restoring and 

rehabilitating buildings in Winston-

Salem that have resulted in a dramat-

ic impact on the appearance and 

economic viability of the community.

Winners of the 2007 Community Appearance Awards


