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fter more than a year and 

a half of public input, 

writing, more public input, 

and more writing, the City-County

Planning Board unanimously adopted

the Legacy 2030 Update comprehen-

sive plan at their August 9 meeting. 

The plan was built on nearly 700 

citizen comments received on the

www.Legacy2030.com website and a

series of public meetings that attracted

about 450 attendees. The Winston-

Salem City Council and Forsyth

County Board of Commissioners will

now consider adopting the plan, which

is designed to guide development in

Forsyth County for the next 20 years.

Legacy 2030 builds upon the original

Legacy plan, adopted in 2001, and 

considers our community’s changing

demographics, particularly the State

Demographer’s prediction that 

Forsyth County will grow by

120,000 people by 2030. The plan

differs from the 2001 Legacy plan

in that it adds recommendations

on how planning and good urban

design can help improve our 

community’s health, especially

related to food access and age-

friendly communities. Legacy
2030’s final chapter also makes

recommendations on how key

public improvements can increase
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A

Legacy Update 
will lead to updated

Area Plans
Following the City-County Planning

Board’s adoption of the Legacy 2030
Update, Planning staff will begin

updating each of the area plans within

Forsyth County.  Area plans completed

since the adoption of Legacy in 2001

are currently in place for all of our

planning areas. Since these plans were

completed so recently, updates will be

based on a revised area plan process

which will be shorter, will include the

opportunity for broader citizen input,

and will focus on land use recommen-

dations and design studies for activity

centers and corridors.  Other recom-

mendations, such as those concerning

future transportation improvements,

greenways, and community facilities

will still exist in the plan, but will be

primarily derived from existing topical

plans (such as the Comprehensive

investment in our community, boost

our competitiveness in the global econ-

omy, decrease future expenditures, and

further improve our quality of life.

Transportation Plan and the Greenway
Plan). Staff anticipates starting three

area plan updates in the next year,

including Tobaccoville, Southeast

Forsyth County and Southeast Winston-

Salem. The Tobaccoville plan will get

started this fall with a public kickoff

workshop on October 2nd. This work-

shop will be the first of four public

meetings included in the planning

process. Look for more information 

on the updated Tobaccoville plan on the

Planning Department’s website this fall.



be accessed by clicking “Districts and

Landmarks,” then “Local Landmarks.”

So, spread the word to help our markers

and landmarks “go viral!”

Want more information? 
Contact the City-County Planning Board Office 

Bryce A. Stuart Municipal Building   l         100 East First Street 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101

Telephone:  336-727-8000 Fax:  336-748-3163  
Website: www.cityofws.org/planning

planning@cityofws.org
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Historic Markers 

and Local Historic

Landmarks Hope 

to “Go Viral!”
Historic Resources staff has embarked 

on a project to bring increased attention

and visibility to two programs adminis-

tered by the Forsyth County Historic

Resources Commission. Winston-Salem’s

Historic Marker Program and the county-

wide Local Historic Landmarks Program

recognize some of the community’s most

historically and architecturally significant

historic sites; to date there have been 26

historic markers placed and 125 local

historic landmarks designated.

As a result of the project, the public 

will be able to access detailed informa-

tion about each marker and landmark 

on the Commission’s website. The pages

include descriptive narratives about the

properties, photographs, and links 

to websites related to most of the 

properties. Information sheets on 

several of the sites have already 

been posted online; the remainder

should be complete and on the 

website by the end of September.

The Commission’s website address 

is: www.forsythcountyhrc.org. To

reach information about the historic

markers, click on “HRC Marker

Program,” then “Table of Placed

Historic Markers 2002 to Present.”

Local historic landmark pages can 

Addressing

Ordinances Update
After nearly four years of research, 

collaboration, and review, the work 

on the creation of a uniform addressing

and street naming protocol for the entire

county has been completed. This work

was completed by the Planning staff,

with participation and input from mem-

bers of the Forsyth County Addressing

Technical Committee, composed of 

representatives from various Winston-

Salem/Forsyth County departments,

including emergency services, and from

other Forsyth County municipalities.

To implement this protocol, staff has

completed a proposed Addressing and

Street Naming Ordinance revision. The

purpose of the addressing ordinances

update is two-fold: 1) to make all the

addressing ordinances in the county 

as similar as possible, and 2) to bring

the ordinances up-to-date and in compli-

ance with national and state addressing

standards. In addition to the ordinance

revision, staff has formulated an

Addressing Policies and Procedures

Manual. The purpose of the manual 

is to aid interdepartmental and inter-

jurisdictional staff in the implementation

of the Addressing and Street Naming

Ordinance by establishing and docu-

menting standards, consistent processes,

and policies for street naming and

address number assignment in Forsyth

County. In short, the ordinance directs

"what" should be done, the policy 

and procedure manual describes "how" 

to do it. 

A public review and input period 

was conducted from April through 

July. During this time, the proposed

ordinance, the manual, the existing 

ordinances, and a document explaining

the difference between the proposed 

and existing ordinances were posted 

on the Planning Department website.

Additionally, an article explaining the

revision and inviting input into the

process was written for the Home

Builders newsletter.

The draft ordinance was reviewed by 

the City Council’s General Government

Committee on August 7, and is sched-

uled for a public hearing before the City

Council on October 1, 2012. Following

Council action, the ordinance will be

brought to the other elected bodies in

Forsyth County for consideration.


