


  A New Library Should Include: 
 

• Iconic Building Design 

• Convenient Location 

• Building Transparency 

• Nearby/Adjacent Parking 

• Interior Open Space 

• Can Accommodate Multiple Functions  

• Outdoor Elements 
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   Pros: 

 Site recognition 

 Historic significance 

 Easy access 

 Site can accommodate larger building 

 Possible reuse of existing structure (cost 

savings and environmental sustainability) 

 Convenient surface and on-street parking 

 Visually prominent on downtown ridgeline 

 

 



   Cons: 

 Peripheral downtown location, less 
connected to downtown activity 

 Renovation/expansion will require temporary 
relocation/closure of library 

 Service interruption, moving expenses 
to/from new location and rental space 

  Resistance to tear down original building 
and design challenge to accommodate 
adaptive reuse of historic structure 

 Complexity of Deed Restrictions for 
resale/reuse of property 

 

 



• Retain the historic 

section 

• Adaptive reuse of 

taller structural 

framing 

• Expand building 

footprint 

• Create building 

transparency 



70’ 

250’ 

1952 

Building 

1980 

Building 

90’ 

180’ 

1952 Building  -  32,400 S.F. 

1980 Building  -  67,600 S.F. 

TOTAL         100,000 S.F. 

Needed              120,000 S.F 

17,500 SF 16,200 SF 



100’ 

250’ 

2-4 Story Building with Parking Underneath  

Historic 

section 

Enlarged 

footprint 

30, 000 SF 

















Urban gathering place 

to include  well-

landscaped public 

park and mixed-use 

development 

























   Pros: 

 No temporary relocation/closure of existing 
library needed 

 Central location, within walking distance of office, 
residential, entertainment and transit options 

 Access by the Strollway to nearby schools and 
neighborhoods 

 High visibility with open space/plaza to the east 
and north and visual connections to 4th and Trade 
Streets 

 Easy access to parking decks adjacent to site 

 Opportunity to make a statement with a multistory 
building anchoring Civic Plaza’s “living room” 

 

 



   Cons: 

 Smaller site requiring a multistory building 

 Unfamiliarity of some with parking decks 

 Limited off-street parking within site 

 Less familiar vehicular access 

 Site could be redeveloped for commercial 

use (Tax base) 

 

 



• Retain existing building 

• Add multistory addition to 

the back 

• 1-2 levels of parking with 

access off Town Run Lane 

• Transparent façade facing 

Civic Plaza and City-owned 

plaza 

 

 

 



130’ 

250’ 

Existing 

Building 

Footprint 

Building 

Addition 

Footprint 

82’ 

122’ 

Existing Building   -  40,000 S.F. 

Building Addition  -  85,000 S.F. 

TOTAL           125,000 S.F. 

15,000 SF 10,000 SF 



6 Story Building with 1      

Story Parking Underneath  

1/2 













   Central Library Timeline 
 

 Public Input Meetings 

 Requests for Statements of Interest - (10) Received 

 Consultant Selected to Assess County-Owned 

Facilities for Possible Reuse 

 Request for Proposals for Sites - Deadline August 1st 

 Request for Qualifications for an Architecture/ 

Engineering Firm - Fall 2012 
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 Initial Recommendations - July 2013 

 Property Acquisition, Design/Bid Documents, and 

Contractor Selected - 2014 

 Start Construction - 2015 

 

 
 


