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Metro Activity Centers

What is a MAC?

Legacy, the adopted guide for the future growth of
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County, recommends
the development of compact, mixed-use centers for
retail, office, civic and residential activity. These
areas, called Metro Activity Centers (MAC), will be a
focal point for a diverse mix of community activities
that include living, working, shopping, education,
recreation, civic, cultural, and spiritual activities.
These centers, with their more intense concentra-
tions of employment, housing and commerce at the
center of the development, are intended to be the
hub of daily activity for those who live in surround-
ing neighborhoods. A goal for each MAC is to have
residential density high enough to support efficient
transit service. For this reason, all of the MACs are
planned for areas that are within a quarter-mile of
the intersection of major roads.

The ideal MAC has a densely developed Core Area
surrounded by a less densely developed “support”
area. The Core Area will be the focus for commer-
cial, institutional, office and high-density residential
uses, while the surrounding support area would be
made up of high-and medium-density residential
uses that would support the activities of the core
area. The support area also acts as a buffer
between the more intense uses of the core area and
the lower-density residential uses beyond the
boundaries of the MAC.

Not just a center for commerce, a MAC will also be
a busy neighborhood center that is well designed for
a safe and comfortable pedestrian experience. A
unique sense of place should be created by the
attention given to the appropriate scale and place-
ment of buildings, the creation of green and public
spaces, and attractive architectural detailing.



riteria For Metro
Activity Centers:

€ Located at the intersection of a freeway
and a major arterial road

€ Draws from a regional market of at least
60,000 people within a six-mile radius or
a fifteen-minute drive

€ May be currently vacant land or already
partially developed

€ Spacing of potential MAC sites should
help balance development patterns in the
city and county

etro Activity Center
Characteristics:

€ A discrete area with a well-designed,
integrated and recognizable development
pattern that integrates intense retail and
office uses with a variety of residential
types and densities
€ The Core Area, a quarter-mile radius,
contains a high-density mix of uses,
including commercial and office
@ The Support Area, a half-mile radius
consists of mostly high- to medium-high density
residential uses
€ Mass transit facilities are integrated into the
urban design
€ The traditional urban character of the development
is created by buildings located close to the street
with rear or side parking areas
Sidewalks and paths encourage pedestrian movement
Plazas, squares, greens and natural areas offer
gathering places and recreation for the public
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Mass Transit Public Spaces

Mass transit facilities Plazas and squares
(bus, rail) are integrated provide a gathering
into the design. | place for the public.
Buildings in the area of
the transit stop are
oriented to it.
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Core Area Support Area
The ideal activity center is made The Support Area consists of

up of a Core Area and a Support = #| mostly high- to medium-density
Area. The Core Area has a mix - - residential uses that decrease

of uses including commercial, in density at the edges of the MAC.
office, manufacturing, institutional,

residential and public.




The Core Area

Commercial, Office, Civic
And Residential Uses




The Core Area

Commercial, Office, Civic
And Residential Uses




The Core Area

Commercial, Office, Civic
And Residential Uses




The Support Area

Residential And Civic Uses




The Support Area

Residential And Civic Uses




The Support Area

Residential And Civic Uses




Metro Activity Center

Prepared for the Citizens of Forsyth County
by the City-County Planning Board

Want more information?

Read the full Legacy Development Guide, on our Web site at:
www.co.forsyth.nc.us/ccpb/legacy.htm

Contact the City-County Planning Board

Telephone: 336-727-2087 » Fax: 336-748-3163
E-mail: planning@cityofws.org

Adopted by the City-County Planning Board: January 30, 2003





