
 
 

Forsyth County 
Voluntary Agricultural District 

 
 

Policy Summary 
   
Applicants wishing to enter into a Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) must agree to 
adhere to the policies of the Agricultural Advisory Board (AAB). A signature on the 
application form indicates a willingness to comply with the policies set forth hereunto. 
 

1. Application Procedure 
 

a. Application completed by Landowner 
b. NRCS and/or Soil & Water District employee certifies 
c. Tax Department certifies for Present Use Value, Planning is asked to 

comment 
d. Ag Advisory Board reviews application (approves or denies)  
e. Applicant is notified of approval (or non-approval) and asked to sign 

Conservation Agreement and Notice of Participation (notarized) and pay 
Recording fee (currently $17.50).  

f. Conservation Agreement/Notice of Participation recorded with Register 
of Deeds by staff. 

g. Tax/Planning asked to create a VAD layer for Geo-data. (Mapping of 
farm and ½ mile notification area). 

 
Upon the signing of an application, the AAB will consider the merits of the 
property applying for inclusion into a VAD and shall accept or reject the subject 
property within 60 days from the date on the application. 
 
2. Fees associated with becoming a member of a VAD  
 
Applicants must pay the recording fee charged by the Forsyth County Register of 
Deeds to record the Notice of Participation and the Conservation Agreement 
(currently $17.50).  Applicants may purchase a mailbox sign with VAD logo if 
desired. Road signs will be purchased with funds for the VAD program provided 
by Forsyth County and number and location will be determined by AAB. 
Additional signs may be purchased by landowner.  
    
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. Signage  

 
VAD signs will be placed off of highway right of way (on private property) to 
indicate the presence of voluntary agricultural districts. The AAB will determine 
the proper location of signs purchased by AAB. These signs will be strategically 
placed in areas of the VAD’s to cover the largest number of participants. Signage 
will represent agricultural districts not individual farms within a district. These 
signs will be furnished by the AAB. All signs placed by the AAB will be installed 
by Forsyth County General Services to ensure uniformity. Individuals requesting 
VAD signs for his/her own property will be responsible for the cost of sign and 
installation. 

 
4. Termination of a VAD: 
In the event that a participant withdraws from the VAD or no longer qualifies for 
the program, the participant agrees to pay for the recordation of proper 
documentation which provides for the withdrawal from the VAD. 
 
 
 
 
    Adopted this 16th day of April, 2008 
 
    _____________________________ 
                                         Chair, Agricultural Advisory board 


